
Anti-bullying

Will the school be taking into account the differences between racism and 
bullying? Council policy doesn't address racist bullying and neither does 
RespectMe. How can the school be more effective in addressing racism 
experienced by students of colour?

As race is a protected characteristic a racist incident would involve the Police 
Liaison Officer in addition to school actions. In addition to that, the council is 
publishing supplementary guidance relating to racism, which will feature in our 
policy. If you still have concerns after the policy is published, please contact the 
school with your feed back.

Anti-bullying To clarify Ben, do you mean a crime in relation to hate crimes: racism?
Yes, hate incidents and crimes will feature. The police would determine which 
category it falls into and will be our partners in tackling racism, both using 
preventative measures and resolving specific occurrences.

Capacity issues
With pupil numbers increasing are the council looking at catchment area 
distribution at all? Some of the options being presented feel like they will be 
detrimental to the current learning experience.

This is one which has been investigated but would be best answered by the Council 
to get a full answer.  However, I am aware that there are capacity pressures in many  
schools with catchments adjacent to ours so understand this would not be a 
straight forward solution. 

Capacity issues
When Darroch becomes available, will some of the study spaces for senior 
school pupils which have been commandeered in JGHS as teaching space be 
returned to their original use? (i.e. not just S6)

Yes.  There are many study spaces in Darroch which will be perfect for S6 study as 
well as for other year groups.  This will free up spaces on the main campus once 
more.

Capacity issues

I appreciate that research skills are important for S6 to learn, but S6 pupils in 
2021-22 are a year group who have had a very disrupted schooling over the 
course of their  senior phase.  They are likely to need additional nurturing and 
stability, which can only come from teachers.  Independent learning is almost 
certain to disadvantage pupils with less stable home lives.

Looking after the mental health and wellbeing of all our year groups will continue to 
be a focus for us.  The FDL approach will actually facilitate this for S6 due to the 
ability to use the 2 hours of additional time to target individualised support for 
students as the need for this arises throughout the year.

Capacity issues
Is the ‘independent digital learning’ allowed / encouraged to be at home? What 
about in homes where internet is poor?

The FDL time could be at home or in a hub environment as suits.  Sometimes small 
groups of students may be asked into school for targeted support sessions.  Some 
departments have indicated that this time would also be ideal for excursions out 
with school.  Where home internet is poor, steps will be taken to ensure this barrier 
is addressed.

Capacity issues
Senior pupils don't have quiet places to study. Not all of them can go home 
during study periods. Is the Library available yet for this purpose? If not, why 
not? 

Presently, the library is used for various meetings involving staff and external 
agencies. Senior pupils have full access to the study booths on the lower ground 
floor of the Malala building or the forum area. 

Capacity issues
FDL is not going to suit every pupil and some will simply not be able to work 
independently. I am thinking specifically of students who have one to one 
support. Will this be compulsory?

Support measures will be in place for students with additional needs.  

Capacity issues

Monitoring students online was necessary during Covid, but was certainly no 
substitute for the monitoring by teachers in the classroom.  The digital 
approach was something we had to do, I don't think many of us thought it was 
better than real school.

Online learning during lockdown proved challenging for teachers and pupils. It was 
a steep learning curve without any  classroom based periods to help support.  Video 
lessons were not an option from the start and there had been no staff/student 
training, no development/adaptation of resources prepared in advnace or device 
support.  Through experience we will become more skilled at utilising technology to 
enhance learning and teaching. We will have preparation time, devices and 
classroom sessions to ensure we maintain and improve on our practice.

Capacity issues
I'm not sure if I quite understand why we can't create more temporary units for 
2021-22 to increase teaching space?

CEC officers have informed us that there is insufficient time to to go a planning 
process and procure the necessary building in the time that remains. 

Capacity issues

As a family new to Gillespie's, we're very aware of how overful the school 
already is, and the lack of teaching space is very concerning. Two schools 
curently operate under the Gillespie's roof, i.e. the English and Gaelic medium 
schools, so surely separating these off into different campuses is an obvious way 
to address the overcrowding issue?

The City of Edinburgh Council is planning to to develop an entirely separate Gaelic 
School. The date is yet to be confirmed but is not expected to be before August 
2025. In the interim, the former Darroch Secondary School will be refurbished and 
made available as an annexe for JGHS from the summer of 2022. 

Capacity issues

Thinking back to rising school roles, has any consideration been given to the 
removal of the concept of "established pupils", so that when a family move 
outwith JGHS catchment the pupils are not automatically entitled to remain at 
JGHS? 

Elected officials make the decisions on such arrangements. Families do relocate to 
different parts of the city for a variety of reasons. Such a change would have to be 
considered in some detail so as to ensure that pupils are fully supported at such a 
crucial time in their education. 

Capacity issues
Returning to the issue of digital learning for S6 pupils - how does this fit in with 
the child's entitlement to an education?  Is Edinburgh Council not required to 
provide adequate schooling for all pupils? We are all Council tax payers! 

All the S6 pupils will have their entiltement to an education protected hence we 
have been investigating many strategies to plan the best way to deliver this.  
Balancing face to face teaching, digital delivery and individualised support sessions 
was by far the best way to ensure this need is met effectively.  The additional funding 
we will receive  will allow us to maintain high standards facilitated by teacher time 
and digital devices which we couldn't have provided on this scale otherwise.  Deliver 
of AH courses in 3 hours of face to face teaching has been tried and tested in many 
subjects and schools across Scotland for years. Hence with our additional two 
periods of support time on top of this, together with teacher development time, we 
can be confident in this contingency plan.

Capacity issues
When the school is so full, I don't understand why pupils from outwith the 
catchment area still sometimes get offered a place?

This could happen in exceptional circumstances. E.g. in the senior school where 
there is space in classes and options in other schools may not be viable. 

Covid protocols Are there are any plans to ask S1 to S3s to wear masks in classes?
Some S1-3 pupils already choose to wear masks in classrooms. The SG is monitoring 
the situation closely. 

Covid protocols
Is there any information on attendance rates in the senior years?  Have S5 and 
S6 pupils who have been self-isolating been given additional support?  

All pupils should be accessing TEAMs whilst self-isolating. On returning to school, 
pupils should liaise with their teachers to ensure they are up to date with what work 
requires tio be covered. 

Covid protocols

I understand that track and trace works in the school  by identifying who sits 
close to whom in class. However, that does not take account of friendship 
groups whereby  pupils are in regular contact daily but are not next to each 
other in class and will not be identified by track and trace. Have any 
arrangements been made to identify these contacts?

Yes. Pupils who test positive for Covid-19 are contacted and asked to identify who 
their 'close contacts' are outside of school. 

Covid protocols

I was under the impression that because of covid you are nor allowed to move 
students around the class because that will affects tract and trace and 
transmission, yet this happened the other day in one of the subjects of my child 
because some kids in the class were disruptive and the kids sitting at the front 
were moved at the back of the class. Can you clarify what are the covid related 
regulations on this? 

Where it is deemed necesary to relocate a child from one classroom to another every 
effort i smade toensure they emain a minimum of 2m from peers. If this is not 
possible, then a seatring plan records where people were located so that contact 
tracing can identifying who has to self-isolate in the event tha a class member tests 
positive. 

Covid protocols In these COVID times are students now allowed to go to classes in other schools?
CEC has recently relesed updated guidance on this. Some limited visits are to be 
permitted to neighbouring schools for essential purposes. 

Covid protocols
Are there any plans to introduce face to face PSE for S5? It feels a real loss not to 
have this subject currently.

This aspect of PSE is under review. Please forward any specific feed back or concerns 
to the school who will pass them on to the relevant staff.



Covid protocols

Very well done to the school for your calm, professional and proportionate 
response to the six positive pupil covid cases, and the remarkable avoidance of 
any obvious spread within the school. Whatever you are doing, you are doing it 
right! So, many thanks.

Thank you. Huge credit to our school community for working with us to ensure we 
minimise virus transmission. From a very early stage we have had close to 100% 
following the guidelines and being sensible. 

Covid protocols What are the plans for restarting practical lessons in science? � � �

Practical working in the Sciences has been reintroduced as guidelines and 
circumstances evolved. Restrictions on us having to 'quarantine' science apparatus 
have been eased in recent weeks making it easier for all classes to participate in 
practical work. 

Covid protocols
What involvement has the school had in preparing for mass (anti-COVID) 
vaccination. Thinking not just about logistics but the ethics of individual 
choice v population protection and discussing this in classes.

None so far. We await further information on how this this will be managed. 

Digital devices
Maybe IT is the answer - but significant funding in devices and teacher training 
will be needed to really pull this off, and CEC has an enormous budget deficit so 
I am not overly confident.

CEC officers have given an assurance that significant funding for further digital 
devices has been factored into the Council's planning. Time has also been factored in 
for teachers to further develop skills essential for effective use of devices.

Digital devices
If we have never had enough money for textbooks for everyone, how is there 
enough money for digital devices?  Devices will break, get lost and need to be 
maintained.  The money would be better spent on teaching staff.  

Going forward, as our school roll continues to rise, we will have more teachers and 
we will need additional investment in digital learning to complement existing 
practices. 

Extra-curricular 
sports

If external groups can use the facilities after hours (as I understand) when might 
school football restart?

We await further advice from CEC on this. 

Extra-curricular 
sports

I hear that private swimming clubs are using JGHS to provide lessons in the 
evening. Seems very odd that school swimming sessions haven’t been 
happening in PE or after school clubs, or have these restarted?

Swimming classes will resume for school classes once appropriate health and safety 
measures are in place

Extra-curricular 
sports

Another thing that we have learned from the period of lockdown is that it is 
harder but ever more important to keep our children physically active. When 
do you anticipate extra curricular sports activities to resume? 

We hope that these will start when it is safe to do so and we get permission from CEC. 

Extra-curricular 
sports

Community football clubs are using school facilities but schools can’t have 
school football training . Why is that? ⚽ ️

We are bound by CEC guidelines on this and, in response to evolving CEC policy we 
lok forward to resuming our extracurricular programme.

Mental health
I’d agree the upper school need a hub of sorts. With heavy workloads in s5 a lot 
of kids are really struggling with mental health issues, feeling isolated. A hub 
would really help them support each other

For pupils currently struggling with the issues mentioned in this question, they 
should speak to their PSL in the first instance. They can also ask the PSL to refer 
them, or make a self referral, to the school counsellor. More information is on the 
school website under "curriculum-pupil support"

Mental health

We feel that there is a need for more psychological support for kids to help cope 
with covid-related anxieties but also beyond this. CAMHS has a waiting list of 
arournd 12 months and advises getting private support which is not available 
to everyone. Is there anything the parents could do to support the school in a 
position to offer psychological support (in addition to support already on 
offer/indepently of teachers)?

We fully appreciate the challenge that the long waiting list for CAMHS causes. Pupils 
should speak to their PSL to see if a counselling referral is appropriate. In relation to 
what parents can do to support, if any parents/carers want to discuss this further 
please contact the school.

Outdoor space
Could you increase the amount of outdoor learning to give yourselves more 
space?

We have been looking into developing outdoor classroom space in addition to our 
other strategies.  I hope this is something we can make better use of in future but 
unfortunately it is unlikely to be ready in time for June 2021.

Outdoor space
Time outside is v. important just now, so can the school provide some gazebo 
type structures to support this?

This is something we will ask the council to consider. 

Parents' nights

The online parents evening worked really well yesterday but it would be good if 
the auto assignment wizard put a 5 min gap between calls. Could that be 
considered? We put a 5 min gap in ourselves and were really glad that we did as 
a few minutes reflection after each update made it seem just a little less 
relentless. Well done for the organisation of this opportunity!

 We will ad this into the feedback received so that we can improve the provision. 

Parents' nights

We know you are all facing and responding really well to a number of challenges 
across all school years in these difficult times…thank-you. Can you explain the 
rationale behind the first S4 parent evenings during this academic year being 
planned for March 2021 (after National 5 prelims or similar tests)? Similarly, do 
S4 not also choose their subjects for Highers in advance of this? Surely, it’s 
important to have the opportunity to speak with teachers before the Christmas 
holidays / exam leave to highlight any issues for this year and also to discuss 
subjects for next year in advance. This cohort is already at a disadvantage. 
Thanks. 

The timing for the S4 parents' evening is to allow opportunity to discuss 
performances in recent assesments in the lead up to schools deciding on gradings for 
final exams. There will also be opportunity to discuss course choices for S5 in 
advance of course choice forms being submitted. 

Parents' nights

For what it's worth, we found the online parents evening much less stressful, 
less hassle and more streamlined than the usual type. And the countdown 
focussed our questions and teachers answers. Hope it is one of the changes that 
are embraced going forward. 

There will undoubtedly be aspects of current arrangements to combat C-19 that we 
will wish to continue with. This may be one of them. 

PC meeting 
format

These parent Council are very informative - could I ask to have more time for 
answers to the Q&A and less prepeared presentations next time?

Yes - we will endeavour to do that. 

Prelims Agree that prelims are very important Agreed

Prelims When are prelims for S5?
We will share dates by Mid December.  (SQA dates were released post meeting on 
Friday 20 November)

School name Is a name change for the school still under consideration?
CEC has set up a Working Group to conisder its response to the changing the names 
of schools, streets, etc. The school will keep parents informed when we learn more 
about the timescale for this. 

Trips
Quite understand that overseas trips, particularly language exchanges, are on 
hold at present. But has any thought been given to allowing them next year 
even for those who may be sitting external exams that year?

Some consideration has been given to this but, given the current uncertainties 
around travel restrictions, we feel it is better to wait until more is known about 
what travel opportunities may be available. 

Virtual learning

Have you considered setting up something similar like teams for parents where 
we can see when homwork is due and maybe teachers can post what has been 
covered that week so we can help our kids at home, The fact that there are no 
textbooks given makes it extremelly hard for us to follow what is done in class, 
photocopies get lost, misplaced etc

Yes. We were in the throes of launching 'Show my Homework' last Spring when 
Lockdown restrictions were introduced. Consequently, the launch of this Ap has 
been delayeduntil 2021. 

Virtual learning
What training might be given to students to use the tech required for digital 
learning. Some parents can’t handle the tech support! (And would really like 
their child to take this family role on!)

Any training required will be provided in school for pupils. 



Virtual learning

Regarding the earlier question about ‘JGHS setting up something similar to 
Teams for parents’ (for us to monitor homework due etc) – can we as parents 
just use our Child’s login for Teams on our own (parental) device/s and then we 
can easily see and browse through all assignments and homework due? Or does 
the school and / or our child need to give us permission for this – please 
confirm.   

Each pupil's logon details are unique. Pupils can choose to share these with parents. 
Parents are not provided with their child's logon details. 


