
Question No of likes Response
A question on exams this academic year: Youngsters - particularly boys - are known to make a huge 
leap in the months from prelims to proper exams, that can be often as big as from a C to an A. 
With school assessments only, how is that factored in appropriately? Thanks.

13 We are aware of this and do consider this when we are using prelims 
to develop predicted grades for boys. 

We didnt get the presentation email........ https://sway.office.com/8uvXLPHfa69JF19f?ref=Link&loc=play

Some children intended to take Highers in foreign languages without participating in the course at 
school, and with the agreement of the language department at JGHS. How will this be 
accommodated without a formal examination?

1 In previous years we have offered this, provided that the young 
person liaise directly with one of the languages teachers through the 
year regarding any assessment required (including prelims). If your 
child has already indicated this desire to the school this year and is 
uncertain about what is possible now that exams have been 
cancelled, please contact Mr Warden and/or Mr Irvine to discuss. We 
are still looking into this. 

What is happening with folio pieces - I assume they will be externally assessed? If not, could you 
please explain why? Thanks.

3 Arrangements with folios continue to evolve. The SQA decides what 
assessments can be used to determine grades for pupils and how these 
are to be applied. 

What is the school’s plan to assist the S4 (and probably the S5 and S6) pupils dealing with the 
incredible amount of stress they are now under with key assessments being given at short notice, 
with little time to revise, no revision periods, no practise assessments, which need to be managed 
alongside heavy workloads? This is not helped by the constant (probably well-meaning) reminders 
by teachers of how important these assessments are. I am very concerned about the impact this is 
having on their mental well-being. What can be done to give more notice and co-ordinate this 
across subjects so they are not overloaded.

14 We recognise and acknowledge that this time is stressful for everyone 
concerned. Teaching staff will endeavour to share assessment details 
with pupils at the earliest opportunity so that assessment related 
preparations can be managed. Pupils who feel they need additional 
support with any aspect of their work are encouraged to contact their 
Pupil Support Leader at the earliest opportunity. 

What proportion/ % of the 'provisional course results' for National 5 assessment will be placed on 
the 'prelim tests' which pupils have recently started (e.g. in Mathematics)?

10 No longer applies to session 20/21 as prelims cancelled

With the final exams now cancelled, this has turned the prelims into key exams. So now pupils 
have their most important exams much sooner, on top of having lost classroom time and having 
had a stressful year. Can the prelims be postponed?

9 Prelims now cancelled and unlikely to be staged. 

If the teachers are continually assessing and gathering evidence (lots of work for them!) can we be 
told what level our child is currently at so that we have an idea how much work they need to put in?

10 Techers will continue to ensure that pupils know what levels any 
assessed pieces of work are at. Parents seeking additional information 
about a particular pupil's progress may contact their child's PSL. 

Will they have formal assessments in April and May as well or will the prelims be the only exam 
style assessments?

15 Undecided at present. We will let parents and pupils know as soon as 
we're clear on how best to proceed. 

Can this document be circulated to s3 parents too please (can’t read it!) what will happen to 
current s3 Nat 5 teaching / assessments as a result of this?

1
https://sway.office.com/8uvXLPHfa69JF19f?ref=Link&loc=play

My son is in S4 doing Nat 5s. In the recent school reports which came out – there were some of 
marks for one subject listed from S3 (a year ago), so will pupils’ marks from S3 be used as 
‘evidence’ for their final Nat 5 grades? Surely is it just tests/assessments carried out between Nov 
2020-March 2021 onwards which will be used for the teacher grading as they are still 
progressing/improving? Please confirm, thanks.

4 S3 performance can be used to anticipate performance towards the 
end of S4 but we are mindful of not relying too much on this as pupils 
mature and develop at quite different rates throughout S3 and S4. 

Does the evidence have a starting point and end point for collection. If a child's strongest piece of 
work is outwith this period what happens?

3 At this stage what we do know is that assessment guidelines and 
clarity around these continues to evolve. The SQA has asked that all 
assessment gradings are submitted by schools by 18 June. 

Would be appreciate comment from school about why this years result must be seen in 
comparison with past exam performance. Since pupils cannot sit exams, a comparison to past 
years may not be a fair assessment. Thank you.

4 Past exam performance can be an indicator but we recognise that 
much more is needed to fairly and robustly grade each pupil's 
achievements and efforts. 

What will happen during the period of time end April/May when s4,5 &6 would have been on exam 
leave. Will they just attend school throughout?

11 We are reviewing options for those weeks and how they fit into the 
overall timescale for SQA evidence-gathering and grade submission. 
We will update as soon as possible. 

What happens if there is another surge in the virus and/or if schools are closed as part of a 
lockdown?

3  This is precisely what has happened. As we now know, pupils have 
returned to online learning. 

Will there be ranking again as a means of having consistency in terms of previous years? Because 
whilst we had an explanation for how grades will be moderated, but how will an unusually 
competent class be allocated grades without penalising students who would otherwise do very 
well.

3 There will be no ranking of students for session 20/21. 

Are there any arrangements to support teachers to cope with all this extra work? 12 Yes. We ensure we are doing all we can to look out for each other. 
Teachers and pupils love being praised so please continue to do that. 
If there is something you are unhappy about, please contact a 
member of the school's leadership team so that we can follow up 
quickly and sensitively. 

Can I ask that school might consider a policy whereby pupils are not allowed to take photos of what 
their homework is on their mobile phone? I would like to enforce a policy at home where there are 
no phones in the room whilst homework is being done as I feel this distracts? However this is 
being hampered by claims by my son that he has taken a photo of his homework task and needs it. 
This means it is hard to encourage breaks from recreational screen time and often I spot my son 
playing a game or texting when he claims to be doing homework! Unless in the case of say, pupils 
with severe dyslexia, surely taking notes on homework the old fashioned way is better for literacy?

3 Would be an interesting topic to discuss at a future Parent Council 
meeting.  There are pros and cons to using phones for recording 
homework in this way. As a school, we prefer to promote the sensible 
and responsible use of phones to support learning. 

The comparisons with other schools last year would suggest that some schools marked more 
generously than JGHS. How will JGHS and SQA ensure assessment is as fair as possible?

8 Moderation of grades awarded will take place at School, Council and 
national levels to try to ensure consistency of approach. This is far 
from straightforward and will be challenging to achieve in the coming 
months. 

My daughter (S5) had a very bad start to this academic year, with assessment results averaging 
15%. She had mainly As in Nat5. Has she already lost her chance of getting an A or B?

7 No, certainly not. Please encourage her to continue to engage with 
her teachers and to do her best to complete assignments. Her 
performance in S4 suggests she is high ability. We would suggest that 
neither you nor your daughter should worry too much about a dip in 
performance. That happens to everyone at some points in their lives. 
Please continue to engage with us as a school so that we can 
encourage and support. We are here to support. 

There are some great/ hugely relevant questions within this chat: can you pull together a Q and A 
sheet after this meeting so that we can see full answers to all of these questions?

4 As provided



We understand the challenges you have been facing – you are all going a fantastic job and the best 
you can. Please advise on this: For S4’s – Nat 5 pupils, the last time there was an opportunity to 
speak to teachers at a parent consultation was Oct 2019 (just after starting S3) and the next one is 
scheduled for March 2021 (just before the end of S4), so (understandably due to 
covid/lockdown/massive workload of teachers), there’s been no contact with teachers at all (my 
son has had 3 different teachers for one particular subject since then) in between. So, are we as 
parents encouraged/fine to contact individual teachers (via the admin account) for guidance/help 
in the meantime please? March 2021 seems too late to wait to speak to a teacher, as Nat 5 grades 
will surely be forwarded shortly after this to the SQA. Time is running out for this disadvantaged 
year.

4 If any parent has a particular concern about a child's progress then 
please contact the relevant Pupil Support Leader. He/she will contact 
your child's teachers to gather the relevant information and liaise 
with you. We acknowledge how difficult and anxious recent months 
have been for families. 

Just to thank all teachers and staff for all their hard work and the support they are giving our 
teenagers. have a good well deserved rest at Christmas and New Year

19 Thank you.

Can pupils be encouraged not to share tests? We are aware that for some tests earlier this term 
(Nat 5), that were not all held on the same day, there was some sharing (photos taken of test 
papers) which meant that the playing field was not level.

5 This is a perennial issue and there is no easy solution other than to 
appeal to pupils' honesty and for staff to do tall they can to ensure 
security around test papers. 

My S5 have been told she can not stay at the school between prelims/assessments. She has 1hr 
gaps between tests - not quite long enough to come home, study and return. Can pupils study on 
campus between exams?

4 Pupils with more than one assessment on a given day will be able to 
remain on campus for quiet study. 

What account will be taken of pupils who have found it difficult to cope emotionally with the 
pandemic particularly when this has impacted upon there ability to study?

4 We will continue to do our best to support all pupils. Any pupils 
struggling to cope should ensure they (or parents) alert the 
appropriate Pupil Support Leader at the earliest opportunity. 

Presumably any pupils who would have used a laptop for exams will also be able to use these for 
assessments?

That would make sense. Our use of technology has developed rapidly 
in recent months so we would expect assessments and exams to use 
more and more technology too. 

In relation to the evidence for Nat 5 assessments, presumably it is naive to assume it is simply the 
4 best pieces of work that are selected?

4 As assessment guidelines continue to evolve we will continue to share 
what we know with pupils and parents. In the meantime we ask that 
all pupils continue to engage and complete assignments to the best of 
their abilities. 

Will the students be given clear indication of the areas of the course that they are going to be 
assessed on.

3 yes - as soon as the SQA clarifies this, we will share with pupils. 

Will exam results still come out at the same time. 1 We anticipate they will but await confirmation
How will the end of S6 be if all assessment has to be done by May We don't know at this stage
I assume that the school will have an overview across all Nat 5 subjects / pupils and that there will 
be no test assessments on ‘different subjects’ scheduled for the ‘same day’– as this would 
therefore put certain pupils at a disadvantage to others. (I appreciate you have scheduled 
Highers/Advanced Highers in this way). Thanks.

We will endeavour to minimise tests/exams taking place on the same 
day but cannot guarantee this will happen. We will give as much 
notice as possible. 


