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1. Post Holders 2017/2018 & Committee Members 
 
Chair:   Ailsa Macintosh 
Communications:  Graeme Davis 
Events hospitality: Shelagh Shields 
Fundraising:   Elke Versmessen 
Secretary:   Anna Christal 
Treasurer:  Julie-Ann Sime 
 
 
There are five Parent Council (PC) Committee members, in addition to the post holders, who 
contribute to the running of the PC and, along with many parents who are not formal members of 
the PC:  

• are active helpers at school events and parent evenings; 

• have contributed to developing a school plan around communication and website development;  

• have contributed to the School Improvement Plan;  

• represent parents on interview panels; 

• regularly attend and contribute to PC meetings;  

• organise collections and donations;  

• help with various school activities.   
All their time and help is much appreciated. 
 
As parent representatives we would like to express our thanks to everyone involved with James 
Gillespie’s High School – to Moira Leslie and her admin team, to all the teachers and support staff, to 
the senior leadership team, to the Head teacher (HT), Donald Macdonald, and to the pupils and 
parents who bring their ideas, enthusiasm and expertise.   

As Chair I would like to express my gratitude to all the PC committee post holders for their support 
this year –Anna, Elke, Graeme, Julie-Ann and Shelagh.   And I would like to thanks Charles for his 
commitment to our ongoing campaign to enable WiFi-access for senior students.  I would like to 
thank Fiona Denvir and Robbie McVeigh for being parental representatives on the JGHS Trust.   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ggUjeeS1yJ11VW--wY1878st3MSNWk8TjmtRWJwhpNw/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
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I would also like to thank Karen Finlayson, whose children have now left JGHS, for all her support 
over the years and in particular for organising, with parental help, the surprise appreciation event 
for teachers and staff at their in-service day in May. 

 

2. Parent Council Meetings 

Discussions 2017-2018 have included:  

• The use of fingerprint scanning technology for payments 

• Work experience 

• Capacity and Rising Rolls 

• Communications and website 

• Fundraising and events 

• WiFi 

 

Teacher presentations and speakers at PC meetings 

• December 2017 – Bryan McPhail, Pupil Support Leader at JGHS and Ailsa Morgan, Careers 
Advisor at Skills Development Scotland – work experience, career education and links with 
industry. 

• Jan 2018 – Christopher Ross, Catering Operations Manager for the City of Edinburgh Council 
– proposed biometrics pilot 

• March 2018 – Lorna Sweeney, Schools and Lifelong Learning Service Manager, City of 
Edinburgh Council – update on feasibility study for pupil-public WiFi 

• May 2018 - Allan Crosbie, Education Institute of Scotland (EIS) union representative - update 
re teachers’ pay & conditions 

• May 2018 - Deirdre O’Brien, DHT – parent/carer survey feedback 

• Sept 2018 - Bob Shankland, DHT – SQA remit and exam results overview 

• Sept 2018 - Cait Pearce, DHT responsibility for Pupil Equity Fund - update & discussion 

The PC would like to express our thanks to those teachers who have given their time to come to our 
meetings to give presentations and to answer our questions and, in particular to Donald Macdonald 
and Ian Porter for their time and contributions at all our meetings.   We would also like to thank the 
representatives from Pupil Voice who have come to our meetings. 

We note our appreciation of the work of all the teachers and senior pupils who have added to our 
children’s experiences inside and outside of school - from residential weekends to school parties, 
from clubs and support groups to trips abroad and visits closer to home. 

 
Head teacher updates 
 
Head teacher updates are an informative, integral part of the PC meetings and essential for sharing 
information with parents and for giving parents an opportunity to raise questions.  Parents 
appreciate these updates and the HT’s Friday email update.  The PC post holders would also like to 
thank our HT for the regular meetings organised throughout the year which give us an opportunity 
to discuss issues that have been raised by parents outside of the PC meetings.   
 
 
 



3 
 

Issues and engagement 
 
JGHS PC responded to the Scottish Government Empowering Schools consultation 
JGHS PC responded to the Scottish Government Consultation on new Education (Scotland) Bill 
JGHS PC supported a joint response to the City of Edinburgh Council’s janitorial review 
JGHS PC participated in an informal consultation regarding Gaelic Medium Education 
JGHS PC engaged with Councillors and Council officials to work towards access to WiFi for senior 
pupils (see below) 
JGHS PC engaged with Councillors and Council officials to raise concerns surrounding rising rolls and 
capacity (see below) 
 

Capacity/Rising Rolls 

• JGHS PC participated in an informal consultation regarding Gaelic Medium Education in 
relation to capacity at JGHS 

• JGHS PC emailed City of Edinburgh Council officials and Councillors with a summary of points 
raised at PC meeting re capacity/rising rolls 

• JGHS PC hosted an event for JGHS parents/carers and for feeder primary schools regarding 
capacity and rising rolls (6th June) with City of Edinburgh officials/Councillors  

• JGHS PC  have been in regular contact with Edinburgh Council officials and Councillors 
throughout the year to request updates on capacity/rising rolls 

• JGHS PC have agreed to be part of an informal working group to be established by City of 
Edinburgh Council officials 
 

WiFi 

There are continuing issues with the lack of WiFi access in the school.  Parents have expressed their 
particular concern when this means that senior pupils cannot use online resources for their studies 
in school.   

• The PC has raised this issue at City of Edinburgh parent groups including the South East 
Locality meetings and the Consultative Committee with Parents.  CEC expressed concerns 
are primarily focused on: security, equity and duty of care. 

• The PC has engaged the support of the parent representative on the City of Edinburgh 
Council’s Children, Education and Families Committee 

• The PC has continued to coordinate emails on this issue to City of Edinburgh Council officials,   
to local Councillors, to representatives on the Children, Education and Families Committee   

• Lorna Sweeney, Schools and Lifelong Learning Service Manager, City of Edinburgh Council – 
accepted the PC invitation to attend the PC meeting in May to discuss access to WiFi. 

• A group representing parents, teachers and pupil visited the City of Edinburgh Council’s 
Innovation Centre for Education  

• PC representatives attended the meeting of the Children, Education and Families Committee 
at the City of Edinburgh Council to represent parents’ views on this and the PC would like to 
give particular thanks to Charles Warlow and Graeme Davis for their ongoing work on this 
issue.  The PC would also like to thank pupil representative Adam Paton for his ongoing work 
on this and the work and support of senior management at JGHS. 

We are cautiously optimistic that a pilot trial of free-access to WiFi for senior pupils will run October-
Dec 2018. 
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South East Locality meetings and Consultative Committee with Parents meetings 

The PC has represented parents views at the South East Locality meetings and the city-wide  
Consultative Committee with Parents meetings; discussions and topics have included pupil health 
and well-being, work experience and pupil equity fund. Issues raised on behalf of JGHS include WiFi 
and rising rolls and capacity; two issues which continue to be a priority for JGHS parents. 

 

3. Financial Summary 
The financial annual statement is available as a separate document.  
We would like to express our thanks to Julie-Ann Sime for her work as treasurer and organising and 
managing the small sums fund and for the auditing by Carol Philip. 
 

4. Events/Fundraising 
The primary fundraising effort this year took place at the annual Christmas Concert and the PC 
would like to thank all our volunteers who helped with the collection, all those who donated and the 
JGHS Trust for their support.   
 
The PC would like to thank Amelia Beattie for continuing to encourage parents, pupils and teachers 
to purchase goods via Easyfundraising.   
 
The PC would also like to thank Shelagh, Alison, Freya, Karen, Cynthia, Gillie, Cathie, Tanya, Ros and 
all our parents who have given up their time to provide hospitality at parent-teacher nights and at 
the many evening/weekend events held throughout the school year.  It is much appreciated. 
 
 
5. Communications 
The PC website has been regularly updated and information has also been shared via emails to the 
Parent Council mailing list and via the HT’s Friday email update. Our thanks to Graeme for his work 
around management of the mailing list in accordance with GDPR and for his and other  parents’ 
work on improving our communications and online presence.   
 
 
6. Contact Information 
jghscouncilcomm@gmail.com 
http://jghscouncil.btck.co.uk/ 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jghscouncilcomm@gmail.com
http://jghscouncil.btck.co.uk/

