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1. Post Holders 2018/2019 & Committee Members 
 
Chair:   Ailsa Macintosh 
Communications:  Graeme Davis 
Events/hospitality: Shelagh Shields 
Secretary:   Anna Christal 
Treasurer:  Julie-Ann Sime 
 
As Chair I would like to express my gratitude to all the PC Committee members and the post holders 
for their support this year. 

There are seven Parent Council (PC) Committee members, in addition to the post holders, who 
contribute to the running of the PC.  Thank you to them and to the many parents, who are not 
formal members of the PC, but who are active helpers at school social events and parent-teacher 
evenings, who regularly attend and contribute to PC meetings, and who help with various school 
activities and concerns, including conducting an engagement survey of parents and carers, lobbying 
Councillors and Council officials and campaigning on issues, such as access to WiFi.  Their time and 
help is very much appreciated.   
 
Cynthia Berry is stepping down from the PC Committee for this coming year and we would like to 
thank her for her time on the PC Committee and, in particular, for being the lead parent organiser of 
our school community social (wine-tasting) event in April 2019.  
 
As parent representatives, the PC would like to express our thanks to everyone involved with James 
Gillespie’s High School – to the admin team, to all the teachers and support staff, to the senior 
leadership team, to the Headteacher (HT), Donald Macdonald, and to the pupils and parents who 
bring their ideas, enthusiasm and expertise.   

The PC notes that Robbie McVeigh has stood down from the JGHS Trust this year and would like to 
express our appreciation to him for his time with the Trust and thank Fiona Denvir, a JGHS parent, 
who is a current JGHS Trustee.  

The PC would like to thank Julie-Ann Sime for her work as our JGHS PC Treasurer; this school year 
will be her last one as a parent at JGHS and she has kindly offered to work with a new Treasurer to 
ensure a smooth transition.     

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ggUjeeS1yJ11VW--wY1878st3MSNWk8TjmtRWJwhpNw/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
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2. Parent Council Meetings 

PC agenda topics/areas for action in 2018-2019 have included:  

• Capacity and Rising Rolls (standing agenda issue) 

• Wifi (standing agenda issue) 

• Fundraising and events 

• Engagement on redrafting JGHS vision and values 

• Building relations with JGHS Trust 

• S6 common room 

Teacher presentations and speakers at PC meetings 

• November 2018 – Frank Carstairs: Digital Learning update  

• January 2019 – Ian Porter, DHT: Key Adult Time update and review of current system  

• March 2019 – Jeff Warden, DHT: Curriculum planning 

• May 2019 – Ruth Cox, CL: Performing Arts departmental update 

• Sept 2019 – Bob Shankland, DHT: SQA and exam results update 

• Sept 2019 – William Petrie, Iona MacKinlay, Callum Stark and Ellen Beattie: Pupil Voice 
update 

We would like to express our thanks to those teachers and pupils who have given their time to come 
to PC meetings to give presentations and to answer our questions and, in particular to Donald 
Macdonald and Ian Porter for their time and contributions at all our meetings.  

We would also like to note our appreciation of the work of all the teachers and senior pupils who 
have added to our children’s experiences inside and outside of school - from residential weekends to 
school parties, clubs and support groups, trips abroad and visits closer to home. 

Headteacher updates 
Headteacher updates are an informative, integral part of the PC meetings and essential for sharing 
information with parents and for giving parents an opportunity to raise questions.  Parents 
appreciate these updates and the HT’s Friday email update.  The PC post holders would also like to 
thank our HT for the regular meetings organised throughout the year which give us an opportunity 
to discuss any issues that have been raised by parents outside of the PC meetings.   
 
Issues and engagement 
JGHS PC supported a joint campaign to the City of Edinburgh Council regarding concerns over costs 
of school lets under ongoing janitorial review 
JGHS PC raised concerns with the Councillors and Council representatives regarding media 
speculation about cuts to music tuition (since confirmed not proposed for this Council budget) 
JGHS PC responded to the City of Edinburgh Council budget consultation  
JGHS PC represented at the City of Edinburgh Council budget meeting for Parent Council reps. 
JGHS PC supported a joint engagement by PCs across the city raising concerns about term dates for 
2020/2021/2022   
 
South East Locality meetings and Consultative Committee with Parents meetings 

The PC has represented parents views at the South East Locality meetings and the city-wide  
Consultative Committee with Parents meetings; discussions and topics have included SQA website 
and information; City of Edinburgh Council strategy groups and parental involvement; City of 
Edinburgh Council budget and consultation; term dates for 2020, 2021 and 2022.  Issues raised on 
behalf of JGHS include WiFi and rising rolls and capacity - two issues which continue to be a priority 
for JGHS parents.   
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Capacity/Rising Rolls 

• JGHS PC  has been in regular contact with City of Edinburgh Council officials and Councillors 
throughout the year to request updates and maintain City of Edinburgh Council attention on 
the issue of capacity/rising rolls 

• JGHS PC has maintained updates online and at PC meetings on City of Edinburgh Council 
plans in response to capacity issues including the installation of temporary units (August 
2019) and upgrading the Darroch annex to provide a possible location for improved GME 
(Gaelic Medium Education) provision and flexible use of these facilities in the future. 
 

WiFi 

Following a two year campaign, the WiFi pilot project providing access to City of Edinburgh Council’s 
public WiFi for senior pupils started in November 2018.   There were some months of uncertainty 
regarding the terms of conditions of the pilot, but the current situation is a one year pilot project 
(continuing to June 2020). 

JGHS PC has made connections with schools across the city who support the pilot project and would 
be keen for access to be rolled-out across the city, including: Balerno HS, Liberton HS, WHEC 

Parents continue to be active on this issue including: 

• JGHS PC has raised this issue with City of Edinburgh Council parent groups including the 
South East Locality group meetings and the Consultative Committee with Parents.   

• JGHS PC has met with Councillors and officials to maintain WiFi as an issue of concern  

• JGHS PC has maintained email correspondence on this issue with City of Edinburgh Council 
officials, local Councillors, and representatives on the Children, Education and Families 
Committee   

• JGHS PC and senior pupils were represented at the meeting of the Children, Education and 
Families Committee at the City of Edinburgh Council in March 2019 to share parents’ views 
on this and the PC would like to give particular thanks to Charles Warlow and pupil 
representative, Adam Paton, for their ongoing work on this and the work and support of 
senior management at JGHS. 

We would like to thank the Edinburgh Council officials and Councillors for their support and for 
implementing the pilot project and are hopeful that this will lead to a permanent resolution which 
secures ongoing free access to WiFi for senior pupils. 

3. Financial Summary 
 
The financial annual statement is available as a separate document.  
We would like to express our thanks to Julie-Ann Sime for her work as treasurer and for organising 
and managing the small sums fund and for the auditing by Dougie Stirling. 
 
 
4. Fundraising/Events 

The PC would like to thank Shelagh Shields for co-ordinating hospitality at the many and varied 
events held throughout the school year and also extend thanks to all the volunteer parents who help 
at these events.   Your time and effort is much appreciated. 
 
The PC would also like to thank Amelia Beattie for encouraging parents, pupils and teachers to 
purchase goods via Easyfundraising.   
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The PC would like to thank Graeme Davis and the parents involved in the Festive Fundraiser which 
was organised via Parent Pay this year.  
 
The PC would like to thank Cynthia Berry and the parent volunteers who organised the social and 
fundraising wine tasting event in April 2019. 
  
The PC would like to thank Gail Edwards for leading the new social and events fundraising group, 
established in September 2019 to run separately and independently from the PC.   
 
The PC would like to note and thank Lisa Sutherland and all the parents who helped organise the 
welcome event for S1 parents and carers in Sept 2019. 
 
The PC would like to note their appreciation of the JGHS Music Department for organising live music 
at parent social events, and thank the students who gave their time and performed so well at these 
events.  
 
5. Communications 
 
The PC website has been regularly updated and information has also been shared via emails to the 
Parent Council mailing list and via the HT’s Friday email update. Our thanks to Graeme Davies and 
those parents who have worked and are continuing to work on improving our communications and 
online presence.   
 
JGHS Parent Council emails are sent using MailChimp and parents can subscribe/unsubscribe for PC 
emails via our website http://jghscouncil.btck.co.uk/ 
 
6. Contact Information 
 
jghscouncilcomm@gmail.com 
http://jghscouncil.btck.co.uk/ 

http://jghscouncil.btck.co.uk/
mailto:jghscouncilcomm@gmail.com
http://jghscouncil.btck.co.uk/

