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1. Post Holders 2019-2020 & Committee Members 
 
Chair:   Ailsa Macintosh 
Communications:  Graeme Davis 
Events/hospitality: Shelagh Shields 
Secretary:   Anna Christal 
Treasurer:  Ros Ingle 
 
As Chair I would like to express my gratitude to all the Parent Council (PC) Committee members and 
post holders for their support during what has been a particularly challenging year. 

There are seven PC Committee members, in addition to the post holders, who contribute to the 
running of the PC.  Thank you to them and to the many parents, who are not formal members of the 
PC, but who, when we were able to meet in person prior to lockdown, organised and supported 
school social events and parent-teacher evenings, and who continue to attend and contribute to PC 
meetings online, and who help with various school activities and concerns, including lobbying 
Councillors and Council officials and campaigning on issues.  Their time and help is much 
appreciated.   
 
As parent representatives, the PC would like to express our particular thanks to all the staff at James 
Gillespie’s High School – to the admin team, to all the teachers and support staff, to the senior 
leadership team and Head Teacher (HT), Donald Macdonald, for their ongoing professionalism and 
dedication during these unsettled and changing times.   

My thanks to Anna Christal for her personal support and for her efficient work as PC secretary who is 
standing down after four years in post and also to Graeme Davis, who is also standing down after 
four years in post, for his support with communications and for facilitating our online PC meetings.   
JGHS was one of the first schools in Edinburgh to organise an online PC meeting, made possible by 
Graeme’s IT knowledge and generosity with his Teams account.  Given the current and ongoing 
uncertainty for pupils and parents this has been an invaluable support for the PC and enabled us to 
engage more widely with parents and carers.   

This is my fourth and final annual report, as my term as PC Chair has come to an end.  Thank you for 
giving me the opportunity to be so involved in the life of our school and I would like to wish the new 
Chair and Committee every success.   
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ggUjeeS1yJ11VW--wY1878st3MSNWk8TjmtRWJwhpNw/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
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2. Parent Council Meetings 

PC agenda topics/areas for action in 2019-2020 have included:  

 Capacity and Rising Rolls  

 WiFi  

 Fundraising and Events 

 Online Teaching and Blended Learning 

 Pupil Support and Wellbeing 

 IT & Equity 

 SQA and Exams 
 

Teacher presentations and speakers at PC meetings 

 November 2019 – Craig Watt (English Faculty), presentation and Q&A on the School’s 
Equality Group with regard to race, gender, faith and sexual orientation 

 November 2020 – William Petrie, Pupil Voice update 

 January 2020 – Laura Stewart (Acting DHT) and Elaine Oram (Development Officer), Pupil 
Equity Initiatives and Rising Rolls. 

 May 2020 ONLINE presentations – Donald Macdonald (HT), Deirdre O’Brien (DHT), Ian Porter 
(DHT) and Laura Stewart (DHT) with updates during lockdown on blended learning, online 
teaching, pupil support and wellbeing and IT and equity. 

 June 2020 ONLINE presentations – Donald Macdonald (HT), Jeff Warden (DHT), Deirdre 
O’Brien (DHT) and Bob Shankland (DHT) with updates during lockdown on return-to-school 
plans, online learning, SQA and exams 

 Sept 2020 ONLINE presentations – Donald Macdonald (HT), Jeff Warden (DHT), Deirdre 
O’Brien (DHT), Ben Lewis (DHT) and Bob Shankland (DHT) with updates on absences, wet 
weather arrangements, contingency plans, teaching and use of video, consortia 
arrangements, blended learning, music tuition, pupils catch-up arrangements, physical 
education, exams and prelim exams. 

We would like to express our thanks to all those who have given their time to come to PC meetings, 
either in person or online, to give presentations and to answer parent questions and, in particular, 
our thanks to Donald Macdonald and his senior team for all their time and contributions at our 
meetings and for their ongoing engagement with parents. 

Issues and engagement 
 
The PC has represented parents’ views at South East Locality meetings and at the city-wide  
Consultative Committee with Parents meetings.   JGHS PC has worked with other PCs across 
Edinburgh and with the National Parent Forum of Scotland to lobby Councillors and MSPs and has 
engaged with Edinburgh Council officers and the Scottish Government Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills on a number of issues including, but not limited to: 

 concerns over proposed cuts to music tuition 

 more support for teachers, parents and pupils with blended learning 

 enabling live or pre-recorded video lessons when needed 

 establishing a nationally resourced online curriculum 

 an early return to music tuition – online or in person 

 a return of active schools and sports provision 

 improved provision for pupils taking courses at different schools 
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3. Financial Summary 
 
The financial annual statement is available as a separate document. 
We would like to express our thanks to Ros Ingle for her work as Treasurer and for organising and 
managing the small sums fund and for the auditing by Dougie Stirling. 
 
 
4. Fundraising/Events 

The PC would like to thank Shelagh Shields for co-ordinating hospitality at the many and varied 
events that were held until lockdown, and to all the volunteer parents who helped at these events.   
Your time and effort is much appreciated. 
 
The PC would like to thank Graeme Davis and the parents involved in the Festive Fundraiser which 
was organised via Parent Pay this year.  
 
The PC would like to thank Gail Edwards for leading the social and events fundraising group, 
established in September 2019 to run separately from the PC, and to her group of volunteers who 
organised the Quiz Night in Feb 2020. 
 
 
5. Communications 
 
The PC website has been regularly updated and information has also been shared via emails to the 
Parent Council mailing list and via the Head Teacher’s Friday email update.  JGHS Parent Council 
emails are sent using MailChimp and parents can subscribe/unsubscribe for PC emails via our 
website http://jghscouncil.btck.co.uk/.  During the pandemic the PC has sent all emails via the JGHS 
admin in order to ensure reaching all parents and carers.  Our thanks to the school’s admin team for 
their support with this.  
 
 
6. Contact Information 
 
jghscouncilcomm@gmail.com 
http://jghscouncil.btck.co.uk/ 
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