
Category Questions Response

Covid testing
 Are you able to tell us what percentage of pupils are doing the rapid 
lateral flow tests, and would you like to encourage more pupils to do so?

We have noted how many students have taken test kits but we have no way of 
knowing how many are actually using the tests regularly. 

Current school provision
 An you explain what has been the point of s4s going to school the past 
few weeks just to get board playing on their iPads?

Traditionally we would change to the new timetable in the first 2 
weeks of June. This year has changed everything. The Council decided 
no exam leave; the school arranged for some leave during the exams to 
allow the exams to run. Pupils were expected to be in on other days. 
We appreciate this has caused some frustration, and would have 
preferred more exam leave, but others felt that they need to be in 
school after lengthy lockdown. It wasn’t as positive as we would like 
but teachers were involved in marking and other tasks, so apologies if 
it wasn’t as positive as people would have liked. 

Current school provision

 How do you feel the approach to learning for the S4s (and I assume also 
the S5s) has gone in the past 2 weeks? My daughter in S4 has spent the 
time moving between classrooms largely for subjects she is not planning 
to take further and playing educational mindcraft! Even if it was not 
possible to start the new timetable could the school have considered 
some of the following: kids stay at home (beneficial with covid rates 
increasing); kids have some ‘fun’ activities to do (they’ve had a tough 
year); kids undertake useful life-skill additional learning e.g. Excel, touch 
typing, managing your money etc (all of which could have been done 
using the ipads)

See previous response.

Current school provision

 Usually the new term starts at the beginning of June giving an extra 
month to undertake the higher course. Given the volume of work 
required to be covered at higher level and the fact that the current S4s 
have covered less for their National 5s, how does the school propose 
bridging the gap?

We will find out in August 2021 what changes/adaptations are to be 
made to both content and assessments for NQ courses for session 
21/22. Once we have that information, we will plan schedules to 
ensure that all courses are given sufficient coverage. 

Current school provision
 why has there been no teaching for the S5 group these past 2 weeks? 
Being told to sit in a classroom and do your own learning is not 
acceptable given the large gaps in education this year.

During the weeks in question we had up to 25 teachers unavailable 
each day for teaching their classes. Marking, grading, covid related 
reasons all played a part in making the normal running of the school 
impossible.  

Current school provision
 Surely having the exam year children off school the last two weeks would 
have been benefitital not only for them but also allowed teachers time to 
correct papers.

With the benefit of hindsight, this would have helped teachers but may 
have ben viewed less favourably by parents who had additional 
pressures related to emplyment for example. 

Current school provision

 Following on from the questions about the last 2 weeks lack of 
structured teaching or activities ...you have expected senior pupils to 
research their own courses to do in class during these last 2 weeks before 
moving into S5 and S6. You provided a list of courses to pupils, NOT to 
parents, (pupils who were exhausted after the recent assessments and 
needed a break). Therefore my senior pupil (who is hardworking) totally 
missed this, then once I happened to find this list in their Teams email 
and they researched things, I was informed many of these courses cost 
money. It seems you have not provided any teaching in these last 2 
weeks, even although you advised those taking higher courses would be 
starting – this has certainly not been the case in any of my senior pupil’s 
classes. Such a shame it’s been wasted time (I know of some pupils not 
attending classes as it’s been pointless), either for fun activities or for 
enhanced structured learning.
 

See previous responses.

Current school provision

 I would like to know what's the point of school letting me know that my 
daughter hasn't been at certain class or school when the majority of all 
S5 are not having classes and teachers just walking to ask the students 
play in their Ipads or going outside of whatever but not studying or 
reviewing any topic

We are duty bound to inform parents/carers when their child(ren) are 
not in school. Typically, in the last 4 weeks of term, pupil attendance 
levels were around 85%. 

Current school provision

 Why does school insist on issuing emails to pupils about eg attendance 
when they are not attending? Do staff think that pupils not attending 
will be reading the emails they receive from school?  This seems to be a 
bit of a thing at JGHS, I say this as several teachers did the same thing 
during lockdown on teams, stating e.g "75% of you are engaging". This 
won't be read by anyone else than those that do engage...

All schools are required to inform parents/carers when pupils are not in 
school and we have not been contacted by a parent to give us 
notice/reason for such absence. 

Current school provision

 Could you explain why S5 students have been wasting all these time 
during the last 2 weeks, when they already lost a lot during lockdowns. 
What is the school purpose or what the school was trying to achieve with 
these 2 weeks of wasting time or learning

Traditionally we would change to the new timetable in the first 2 
weeks of June. This year has changed everything. The Council decided 
no exam leave; the school arranged for some leave during the exams to 
allow the exams to run. Pupils were expected to be in on other days. 
We appreciate this has caused some frustration, and would have 
preferred more exam leave, but others felt that they need to be in 
school after lengthy lockdown. The school was bound by council’s 
decision. It wasn’t as positive as we would like but teachers were 
involved in marking and other tasks, so apologies if it wasn’t as positive 
as people would have liked. We will have to move on.

Extra-curricular activities

 what can we do to ensure our learners have a full access extra circular 
activities? They have missed out on so many opportunities to make new 
friends, grow confidence out of the class room, and learn new skills. This 
will have a potential negative impact on those children who cant access 
activities through local clubs and groups in the community out of school 
hours. 

I am pleased to say that with the support of our Parents and Active schools' 
coordinator, we are aiming to resume a full programme from September 
2021. 



Extra-curricular activities

 Active school is an excellent free opportunity for all, I'd like to support 
this by giving a min of £30, seems very cheap for what is being provided. 
Thanks also to all the volunteers as they are often not recognised enough. 
Well done all. 

Thank you and hear, hear!

Extra-curricular activities

 I understand the Sport Scotland ideology - but this is so frustrating in a 
catchment where many parents are fortunate enough to be able to afford 
to pay for coaching for their children, but don't necessarily have the time 
to volunteer after school due to work commitments. Anything we can do 
to encourage donations to ensure that we can keep the prevoius 
programme going would seem beneficial. I would certainly be happy to 
pay the same for activities as I have paid in prevoius years - maybe £30 
per parent is not a sufficiently ambitious amount?

We can keep the amount under review and, with the support of our Parent 
Council, make adjustments as the program evolves. We ain to ensure that all 
students, regardless of circumstancers, have access to the full programme. 

Extra-curricular activities
 Can the JGHS trust contribute to the active schools fund since that will 
expand participation for all?

I'm sure they will be receptive to such an idea. 

Extra-curricular activities

 I can imagine its really difficult to recruit volunteers who are usually 
parent coaches - what can we do help recruit these volunteers and get 
round the barriers incuding the time it must take to find them and train 
them. Can we pay the coaches? 

For next session, I anticipate a mixed economy of both paid and volunteer 
coaches. The subscriptions paid will be used to pay coaches and fund 
transport costs to tournaments etc. 

Extra-curricular activities
 What happens if you can't cover costs for the Active Schools 
Programme? Will it stop?

We would consult further with our Parent Council to find a way ahead. 

Extra-curricular activities

 Great to see the Active schools programme roll out before the end of the 
year, much more than many schools are able to offer at the moment. 
thanks to all the volunteers for taking time out from work and other 
responsibilities! How do we contribute the fees?

Thank you. We will contact you in August with details of how to pay. This will 
likely be via ParentPay. 

Extra-curricular activities

 Thanks for the update Eliot, appreciate we are getting much more 'back 
to sport' clubs than most senior schools in Edinburgh right now! We 
hope that can keep expanding the programme so more children can 
particpate at JGHS.

Thank you. 

Future assessment
 Will the school begin gathering evidence through the year in 21-22 in 
case summer 22 exam diet is also disrupted?

We will await updates from the SQA in August 2021 before deciding on what 
assessments and evidence gathering are most appropriate. 

iPads

 Why has the council decided to go with iPads and MS office. This are two 
competitive products that are known for not working well together. Also 
giving senior pupils iPads is ridiculous as they need to be able to type. 
Things like Chrome books would have been much better and much 
cheaper than stupid iPads.

The Council IT team advised Councillors on the chosen technology.

iPads
 Rather than spending £1m on ipads across the city, perhaps more 
teachers/learning support assistants/mental health would be more 
beneficial - can the PC pass that on to the council please

The Council IT team advised Councillors on the chosen technology.

Languages
 Can you explain how the new S1 year are allocated to languages. This is 
my second child coming through the school and despite having asked 
about this and appear to give pupils a choice I am still none the wiser. 

We always aim to ensure progression for chosen languages from Primary 
school. In the event that this is not posible - usually because of teacher 
availability at that particular time - we offer an alternative language. 

Maths

 S1 question: When my eldest was in S1 (3 or 4 years ago) you had a year-
wide S1 ‘Mathematics Assessment’ at the end of May and parents were 
notified in advance (for which the maths teacher gave a full list of topics 
to be covered in advance and we had to print off lots of worksheets to do 
at home (or online), then my child had to do ‘revision/study’ for 2 weeks 
before it. My current S1 announced last week they were having a ‘maths 
test shortly and advised they were told not to revise.’ Is this the same 
‘end of S1’ year-wide maths assessment, or has this been postponed until 
S2 now? If it’s the same, how can there be such widely different 
approaches in different classes/teachers. We assume resources / 
checklists will all come from the head of maths & be distributed to all 
teachers? Appreciate this is a few years later now, so your overall strategy 
for maths education may have changed and pupils may be behind/work 
may not have been covered due to covid lockdowns etc. Also, with no 
text books ever (or checklists – at least these were given a few years back 
before maths assessments), I have no idea at all what my current S1 is 
doing in maths, which is worrying. Can we be given a checklist of maths 
topics (I remember there were about 20-30 different individual topics for 
the S1 maths assessment previously) at the end of S1/start of S2 please on 
what has already supposed to have been covered in S1 and about to be 
covered in S2 so we know our children/each class is on track? Thank-you 
very much.   

This is an area that we will have to revisit in the Autumn when, hopefully, 
school routines will return to normal. I would request that maths related 
question are directed to Mr Lewis who, I know, will provide a detailed and 
rational response for each. 

PC meetings
 I enjoy the online format for parent council, I would find it tricky to 
attend otherwise. Thank you for everything you do

Thank you.

School accommodation

 What is the lieklihood of students about to go onto Higher doing there 
Advanced Highers remotely as is being sugeested for this years Advanced 
Higher students. Very likely? Unlikely? Maybe. (PS I've never known a 
school refurbishment come in on time)

We are confident that the refurbishment of Darroch will be completed in time 
for the Spring of 2022. In the event that it's delayed by a few weeks I anticipate 
it will still be ready well before the required date of August 2022. 

School accommodation

 What opportunities can there possibly be by a rising school role. A 
severe shortage of classrooms being called an opportunity is not what a 
Head Teacher should be saying. Surely you would be better calling the 
council out for failing to provide the minimum requirements for you to 
run a full school programme.

Increasing school rolls enable us to bring in additional staff with new 
specialisms and skillsets to enrich our current curriculum offering. Of course, 
ideally, we would always have more than sufficient accommodation to meet 
all of our needs. It should be noted that the reason for the delay to the 
provision of additional accommodation is related to the impact of Covid-19 
on the construction industry. Officers of the council continue to work hard to 
ensure that we are able to meet the needs of all of our students. 

School accommodation
 What are the plans for the Senior school to have access to the Children 
1st building? What supervision will there be?

This work is well advanced and, in addition to there being a receptionist in 
attendance, staff will also be using the building along with our students. 



School accommodation

 At a future meeting, would it be possible to have a 5 - 10 year forecast on 
the school pupil numbers showing number of classroms expected to be 
available against classrooms required? I'm aware that there is a 6 
classroom shortage in 2021/22 and it would be interesting to see if there 
is a longer term issue and what's being done about it. Hopefully it is a 
short term issue but it would help to know if you will be required to 
reduce the classroom time for subjects beyond 2021/22.

Yes, we can do this. It would be helpful to have parents' perspectives on future 
planing. 

SQA grades
 This may be covered in Bob Shankland's presentation but wanted to 
check if there is a date when pupils will receive their provisional grades 
for the assessments.

Towards end of last week of term – date decided by Council. Around 23-25 
June.

SQA grades
 Will Nat 5 and Higher kids get the opportunity to re-sit certian 
assessments like it  was done in other schools?

In situations where assessments were missed through absence (for whatever 
reasons) further opportunity was provided. 

SQA grades

 How will pupils/parents get the assessment results?  Will pupils get an 
email with all their results at once or will teachers inform pupils 
separately during classes? Will parents get the information or just to 
pupils? Thanks.

It has been frustrating for school, but we tried to replicate same format as 
previous years as this has the highest predictive value. We recognise there has 
been some confusion and uncertainty over this, and it has caused frustration. 
There is a disparity between what is being said by the SQA to science teachers 
and more general statements about assessments. If they had split up the exams 
e.g. a 2.5 hour exam into 3, they would have been required to raise the 
marking threshold. The best decisions were made on the information available 
at the time.

SQA grades
 Will grades be based on assessment results only or will teachers take into 
account pupils may not have performed as well as they normally do and 
will consider previous class work/tests before deciding their grades?

Yes. Whilst the main piece of evidence used will be the assessments in 
May/June there is also scope for for some departments to consider 
performances in other assessments taken throughout the year. 

SQA grades

 Is school planning to challenge SQA on their  approach to assessing 
NAT5, Highers and Advance Higher. As a parent I am appaled and sad with 
the utter lack of continious assessment. Last year we were told exams 
were cancelled only to find out they were renamed. It truly is a joke. 
Instead of learning for exams (WHICH IS CURRENTLY THE CASE) it would 
have been great to have seen the teaching continue and different formats 
of assessments being used (attendance , involvment in lessons, 
presentations and smaller papers to be sat. So far very disappointed with 
what I feel has been a traumatic period for many pupils

It has been frustrating for school, but we tried to replicate same format as 
previous years as this has the highest predictive value. We recognise there has 
been some confusion and uncertainty over this, and it has caused frustration. 
There is a disparity between what is being said by the SQA to science teachers 
and more general statements about assessments. If they had split up the exams 
e.g. a 2.5 hour exam into 3, they would have been required to raise the 
marking threshold. The best decisions were made on the information available 
at the time.

SQA grades
 Is it true that Gillespie's are paired with Boroughmuir for cross-marking?  
Or is it with different schools for different subjects?

That is not true. Moderation of standards across Edinburgh's 23 High Schools 
is a shared responsibilty across all of our schools and is overseen by a team of 
Council Quaility Improvement/Assurance officers. 

SQA grades
 If a student,  who may have struggled during  the year,  worked hard for 
the final test and did well - without cheating - will they be marked down, 
as the good mark was unexpected?

The answer to that is no. 

SQA grades
 Other schools have already given their grades to pupils weeks, including 
boroughmuir for some subjects. Watsons pupils too. It may affect their 
course choices 

Decisions in other schools have no bearing on us as circumstances vary 
e.g. some did prelims, some had more pupils back earlier. We may 
reassess some areas; there is no one-size-fits-all solution.

SQA grades

 SQA fiasco: As currently still states on the SQA website – “Assessment 
opportunities should not be one-off, high-stakes scenarios and should 
accommodate, as far as possible, the maximum opportunity for learners 
to perform, well.” At JGHS physics, biology and chemistry at National 5 
level have all definitely been ‘one-off high stakes’ scenarios for pupils 
doing these, as they clearly had only one exam, 2.5 hours long in each 
science and no opportunity to do a second paper to back it up. How can 
this be fair if other schools are doing resits (ie. same level papers, not the 
same paper again) to try to improve results? Our pupils are at a great 
disadvantage.
 

It has been frustrating for school, but we tried to replicate same format as 
previous years as this has the highest predictive value. We recognise there has 
been some confusion and uncertainty over this, and it has caused frustration. 
There is a disparity between what is being said by the SQA to science teachers 
and more general statements about assessments. If they had split up the exams 
e.g. a 2.5 hour exam into 3, they would have been required to raise the 
marking threshold. The best decisions were made on the information available 
at the time.

SQA grades
 Is JGHS going to contest the fact the public schools/fee payingschools 
are allowing their pupils to resit.

We are not in a position to do that. We are applying the criteria robustly, and 
cannot take responsibility for how other schools meet the quality assurance 
procedures.

SQA grades

 does the local authority QA/moderarion include private schools? I have 
been told that students have been able to take multiple tests and select 
the ones they did best in- which does not seem comparable to what has 
happened in JG

No. City of Edinburgh Council has no jurisdiction over the city's independent 
schools. 

SQA grades

 When doing the quality assurance, will our school's performance be 
compared to other's schools' performance?  Obviously, other schools 
have used a "pick and choose" model where youngsters could sit 
indivudal assessments again where they felt they could improve.  Other 
schools have run more than one round of assessments.  

No - comparison with other schools' performance did not feature in our 
school's internal or external (Council) moderation processes. 

SQA grades
 Will the children find out their bands as my child needs band ones for 
uni offer?

Yes, bands are included in their results letter from the school. 

SQA grades

 Other schools in East Lothian, Watsons etc have given the kids their 
results already, in some cases weeks ago. This allows pupils to plan for 
subjects they may want to retake next year. If given at the very end of 
term they will have no time to re-do their timetable surely?

No need to worry about this. If any any pupils request to change their chosen 
subjects - as is often the case in other years - then we will aim to accommodate 
such requests. 

SQA grades
 How much do you think universities / employers will discount this years 
grades compared with previous years given the inbuilt opportunity to 
inflate grades

We would expect this would not be the case. As in previous years, exam results 
give an indication of a young person's potential but allowance has to be made 
for how young people develop in the intervening years. 

Thanks
 This all sounds like an absolute nightmare for schools and teachers - just 
to say thank you so much for all you are doing. It is greatly appreciated.

It has been really challenging. We appreciate the support.

Thanks  Such a year of best endeavours. Well done It has been really challenging. We appreciate the support.


