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James Gillespie’s High School 

Parent Council Meeting 

Tuesday 8th June 2021 

Note of meeting 

 

This meeting was held using Microsoft Teams due to ongoing limitations on group meetings 

related to Covid-19. Questions from parents and carers were invited prior to the meeting 

and could also be added during the meeting using a moderated chat. 

The following are notes of the presenter names and main points covered, as well as any 

relevant links, to accompany the video of the meeting held on Teams which is available to 

view at: https://youtu.be/iz0SOso6wz8 

Further responses to questions submitted during the meeting are also available at: 

https://jghspc.wordpress.com/documents/meeting-minutes/ 

Presenters:  

Donald Macdonald – DM (HT), Sarah Scott – SS (Chair), Bob Shankland – BS (DHT), Jeff 

Warden – JW (DHT) and Eliot Ambrose – EA (Active Schools Co-ordinator)  

Moderators: 

Graeme Davis – GD, Cath Downie – CD, Ailsa Macintosh – AM 

1. Welcome and note of last meeting (0:00:00 – 00:03:21)  

SS welcomed everyone and outlined the format of the meeting. Formal minutes were not 

recorded for the previous online meeting (12 May 2021) as a video record is available at 

https://youtu.be/ZEF3uHOG-Uo 

SS indicated that this would be the final Parent Council meeting in the 2020/21 school year. 
It was not clear what format meetings would take after the summer holidays, but comments 
and suggestions were invited from parents. 
 
2. Introduction – Sarah Scott (00:03:21 – 00:06.08) 

SS welcomed Eliot Ambrose, the JGHS Active Schools co-ordinator, to the meeting to give an 
update on the programme for 2021/22, which had been put in place in spite of covid 
disruption and changes to the funding of Active Schools. 
 
She re-iterated that the Parent Council had raised concerns, along with other Edinburgh 
Parent Councils, about the functioning of the Alternative Certification Model system set up 
by the SQA and would continue to monitor that issue over the summer. 
 

https://youtu.be/iz0SOso6wz8
https://jghspc.wordpress.com/documents/meeting-minutes/
https://youtu.be/ZEF3uHOG-Uo
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SS also reported on Parent Council finances and the ways in which parents can contribute 
via EasyFundraising and ParentPay. Further information on Parent Council fundraising is 
available at: https://jghspc.wordpress.com/fundraising/ 
 
3. Overview – Donald Macdonald (00:06.08– 00:13:52) 

DM thanked the school community for its support for the school over an extraordinary year. 

He reported that there had been a further covid case that week, the eighth identified as 

positive whilst on the school campus.  Cases were increasing in Edinburgh so it was 

necessary to be vigilant up until the start of the holidays. 

He confirmed that the covid situation meant that it was unlikely that plans for S6s to come 

into school for a gathering before the holidays, but there were still plans for an S6 prom. 

The 2021 intake into S1 would be nearly 320 which presented challenges but also 

opportunities, such as further expansion of curriculum.  There would also be up to eight 

additional staff members. 

4. SQA assessments – Bob Shankland (00:00:13:52 – 00:35:44) 

BS gave an update on the progress with assessment arrangements in the school under the 

SQA’s Alternative Certification Model.  

The presentation can be viewed at: https://jghspc.wordpress.com/2021/06/08/recording-

of-parent-council-meeting-on-8-june-now-available/ 

5. Active Schools – Eliot Ambrose (00:00:35:44– 00:47:36) 

EA gave a presentation on plans for Active Schools for the end of the 2020/21 session and 

for the start of the 2021/22 session, in the light of changing priorities for Active Schools 

arrangements in Edinburgh and a new funding model. He encouraged parents who were 

interested in volunteering to contact him direct.  

The presentation can be viewed at: https://jghspc.wordpress.com/2021/06/08/recording-

of-parent-council-meeting-on-8-june-now-available/ 

6. Timetabling – Jeff Warden (00:47:36 – 00:58:46) 

JW gave a presentation on course choices, the change of timetable and on timetabling 

arrangements for 2021/22 session and outlined the challenges which the school had faced 

during the year with periods of part-time schooling. 

7. Questions and answers (00:58:46 – 01:21:39) 

DM, BS, EA and JW answered questions on SQA assessment arrangements, teaching 

arrangements during the assessment period, Council policy on software and the use of i-

Pads, the Active Schools programme, and school accommodation and rising rolls.  

See also https://jghspc.wordpress.com/documents/meeting-minutes/ for these and other 

questions. 

https://jghspc.wordpress.com/fundraising/
https://jghspc.wordpress.com/2021/06/08/recording-of-parent-council-meeting-on-8-june-now-available/
https://jghspc.wordpress.com/2021/06/08/recording-of-parent-council-meeting-on-8-june-now-available/
https://jghspc.wordpress.com/2021/06/08/recording-of-parent-council-meeting-on-8-june-now-available/
https://jghspc.wordpress.com/2021/06/08/recording-of-parent-council-meeting-on-8-june-now-available/
https://jghspc.wordpress.com/documents/meeting-minutes/
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7. Thanks (01:21:39 – 01:24:32) 

SS thanked all the presenters for their updates and for answering parents’ questions. She 

noted the importance for parents of being able to hear from staff about developments in 

such a disrupted year. 

DM also thanked parents for their support, and for the opportunity offered by Parent 

Council meetings to inform parents about developments, and to get their feedback. 

8. Date of next Parent Council meeting  

To be confirmed 


