
Category Question Response 

Active Schools  Most of the active school clubs are over 
subscribed.  The one club my son wants to 
attend and needs for his Nat 5 only has 20 
places for a school of nearly 2000.  Can 
we extend the numbers for any of these 
clubs please 

We are working with the Active Schools Co-ordinator and will offer additional sessions 
where possible. We encourage any parents who are able to volunteer to coach, to get in 
touch - we bring in coaches where we can, but also rely on volunteers to keep activities 
running.  We agree that extracurricular activities are really important.  Excursions with 
overnight involvement are not yet running but it is hoped to resume them in future. 
All clubs are free – but please make donation to cover costs if you can, and / or volunteer 

Active Schools  Will active school clubs increase with the 
number of pupil that takes part? 

We are working with the Active Schools Co-ordinator and will offer additional sessions 
where possible. We encourage any parents who are able to volunteer to coach, to get in 
touch - we bring in coaches where we can, but also rely on volunteers to keep activities 
running.  All clubs are free – but please make donation to cover costs if you can, and/or 
volunteer if you are in a position to do so. 

Active Schools  On active schools, only having 1 Football 
option for girls in s1 to s6 is not great. It 
was fully booked after 2 days. 

We are working with Active Schools Co-ordinator and will offer additional sessions where 
possible. We encourage any parents who are able to volunteer to coach, to get in touch - 
we bring in coaches where we can, but also rely on volunteers to keep activities running. 

Active Schools  For the waterpolo after shool club, on the 
website it says there will not be changing 
rooms provided. How will the children 
change into and out of their swimming 
costumes without a changing room? 

The changing rooms will be available for use after swimming pool related activities. 

Anti-racism  hii wondering what the curriculum will do 
about the anti-racism in the school, and 
how the staff deal with it. many thanks. 

Ian Porter (DHT) leads on anti-racism in JGHS, which is part of wider work on Inclusion, 
Equality and Wellbeing.  The staff equalities teams also looks at work on anti-racism and 
works with Intercultural Youth Scotland, for example on decoloniation of the curriculum 
and other issues.  We also have a pupil-led anti-racism group.  JGHS values the diversity 
that exists and there are many different cultures represented within the school, which also 
offers excellent preparation for life beyond the school.  Pupils and staff will get things 
wrong, but everyone is willing to learn. Society evolves very rapidly, pupils can learn from 
each other in school, and parents have led in staff training in anti-racism. We always 
appreciate parent/carer support in preparing our young people for life. 



Covid  Can we have weekly updates on how 
many cases of covid are reported each 
week at the school? 

Covid is still impacting on our school in a variety of different ways.  We still have a one-way 
system in place and that has been working well, although we sometimes need to remind 
pupils about the system. Face coverings are still mandatory and are very well supported 
with only 25 exempt. Face coverings are available through out the school for those who 
may have forgotten to bring one.We will continue to share the number of positive cases 
and this will be reported weekly each Friday.  There were 13 cases in JGHS in the second 
week of term and so far this week there have been 4 cases.  In terms of mitigation we think 
the methods used are working and fresh air and ventilation are crucial.  We still have desk 
cleaning between classes, and 2m distancing for adults in the school, although no 
distancing is required between pupils.  Pupils are also reminded about their behaviour in 
the community. We are currently awaiting new guidance for Scottish Government about 
future mitigation measures but foresee current restrictions continuing for the time being.  
The threshold for self-isolating has changed over the summer.  Pre-summer if one pupil 
tested positive 12-30 pupils would have to isolate, and the contact tracing was carried out 
by the school. Under the new rules, post-summer, contact tracing done will be carried out 
by the NHS and more substantial contact needed –  such as siblings sharing a bedroom – to 
trigger self-isolation, so this will affect far fewer pupils. 

Exams and 
assessments 

 Are there approximate dates for Nat 5 
prelims and exams as yet? 

The prelims will run in January. 

Exams and 
assessments 

 Are the S4 having so many tests just now 
in case you need to use in year 
assessments if exams don't end up going 
ahead? 

It's always possible that it will not be possible to run exams, so Heads of Department will be 
asked to prepare for that eventuality.  The City of Edinburgh Council will want a consistent 
approach across all 23 Edinburgh city high schools in this regard, and Bob Shankland (DHT) 
will contribute to their work on this. 

Exams and 
assessments 

 Can you confirm please - are the Higher 
prelims at JGHS set by the school 
teachers, or based on SQA issued papers 
(for content)? Thanks 

Prelim exams are set by teachers at JGHS. The contents of the prelim papers are drawn 
from a variety of sources including past SQA papers.  



Exams and 
assessments 

 How will the School ensure that there is 
sufficient evidence gathered throughout 
the year of a high predictive value that 
can be used for evidence should 
circumstance change suddenly.  After the 
cancelled prelims and last minute exams 
last year with all the problems that 
entailed,, surely we cant just assume that 
exams will run as normal this year. 

During the year, subject departments will be carrying out assessments as they would 
normally do. These test results, along with homewok assignments and prelims can be used 
to build up a portfolio of eidence in the event that final exams do not take place. 
Adjustments will be made to course content this year, and teaching schedules will be 
adjusted accordingly with variation across subjects. 

Exams and 
assessments 

 I want to say thank you for the fantastic 
handouts that were sent by email to 
parents to help with study for the 
assessments later in September.  Exactly 
what we were looking for. 

Thank you 

Exams and 
assessments 

 What assessments are taking place in 
September - which year’s? 

Dates for prelims and reports have now been issued. Further details will continue to be 
shared with parents as plans across departments evolve. 

FDL  For FDL learning, are all classes now 
being taught face-to-face by a teacher? 
Any update on that would be useful. 

Flexible digital learning was envisaged as a way to help deal with insufficient 
accommodation for S6 due to Darroch refurbishment delays caused by Covid.  Once the 
timetable for 2021-22 was in place we were able to find accommodation for most classes 
and we have only a handful of AH smaller classes where we have a reduced the number of 
contact hours to three, and where the other time can be allocated to self-directed study or 
project work.  There remains the possibility of other approaches being used as required, 
and we now have access to further space at the Children 1st building beside the school. 

FDL  Which 3 AH subjects have FDL please? There are currently 4 AH subjects timetabled for fewer than 5 hours where numbers are 
low.  These are Statistics (11 pupils), Geography (5), French (7) and PE (10). 

FDL  I am concerned that my S1 pupil has a 
period of 'open learning' each week. My 
older children did not have this in S1 and I 
have been told this is due to lack of ability 
to timetable an extra CDT / Home Ec 

The Open Learning period in S1 is used for a variety of purposes, but it is not connected 
with capacity issues.  



lesson. Is this correct and due to the 
capacity issues? 

FDL  Thank you for all you have done to 
minimise FDL - greatly appreciated. 

 You're welcome. Thanks to Mr Warden (School Timetabler) for ongoing efforts to minimise 
adverse impacts on students.  

Home 
learning 

 Hi there - I was wondering what the 
arrangements are for home learning 
should a child have to self-isolate. Thanks 

We have experimented with transmitting live from a class as it is being taught, and have 
found that this does not work well. We are looking into options, and Deirdre O’Brien (DHT) 
is putting together a guide dealing with this. In the interim, staff will endeavour to provide 
work via Teams. Otherwise, it might be advisable to contact a friend from the same class to 
find out what was covered, though we recognise this is not ideal and it is an area we will 
have to do further work on. 

Home 
learning 

 Could the S1 teachers plelase post some 
work on Teams for isolating children?  The 
older year groups are better able to go 
over work and revise, but S1s are not.  As 
they are all at the same stage, it should be 
straightforward to provide at least some 
suggestions for core subjects.  Many 
thanks.  

We have experimented with transmitting live from a class as it is being taught, and have 
found that this does not work well. We are looking into options, and Deirdre O’Brien (DHT) 
is putting together a guide dealing with this. In the interim, staff will endeavour to provide 
work via Teams. Otherwise, it might be advisable to contact a friend from the same class to 
find out what was covered, though we recognise this is not ideal and it is an area we will 
have to do further work on. 

Home 
learning 

 I think issuing home expectations every 
year would be very helpful 

The school will re-issue parent guide to study and homework for S1-S6 

Information  Who should I write to if I want to discuss 
teaching that is happening in school via 
Teams at the moment? 

Please contact your child's Pupil Support Leader.  This is the teacher who your child has for 
PSE. 

Information  who are the community heads? Lauder: Deirdre O’Brien 
Spylaw:  Bob Shankland 
Roslin:  Jeff Warden 

Information  How do we find out who iis our child's 
Pupil Support Leader, as we've asked him 
and he doesn't know. 

This information has now been sent to all families and is on the school website. It is the 
teacher your child will have for PSE. 



Information  hello - where can we find the lunch menu 
please? 

The daily menus are displayed in the dining centre. We will enquire as to whether these can 
be added to the school website.  

iPads  Can you say when S2 to S4 will be offered 
iPads to use at school. Assuming that's 
still the plan? 

IT will feature strongly moving forward and iPads will be issued to all pupils this session.  
We are waiting for confirmation from the Council on the timetable for this. 

iPads  Will keyboards be issued with iPads? Yes, the new ipads will each have a connected keyboard. 

Library  Is it possible to confirm when pupils will 
be able to return to browsing in the 
library, as opposed to choosing from a 
library trolley? 

We will confirm this as soon as the guidelines change.  

Mobile 
phones 

 where can we find the school's policy on 
mobile phone use in school please? 

Senior Pupils can bring in their own devices and use school WiFi. Pupils may use mobile 
phones at breaks and lunchtimes. Use of personal mobile devices in clasrooms is at the 
teacher's discretion. 

Music  When are S2 pupils to be given the 
opportunity to learn a musical 
instrument, if they haven't done so 
previously? 

This information was sent out shortly after the PC meeting.  

Music  Are you able to let us know when the 
music clubs will start? thanks! 

Music clubs have now started. 

Other  Will high school students get a chance to 
vote on the name for the new primary 
school at Canaan Lane? 

Details around this have appeared in the local press.  

ParentPay  Can we be notified when there's an item 
up for payment on ParentPay? I found 
today I had some items I had to pay for, 
but just becaise I was checking my other 
daughter's page. 

Will find out whether this is possible. In the interim, please check into ParentPay regularly. 

ParentPay  When are the S1 children going to be 
given a ParentPay account? 

All S1s should, by now, have their own ParentPay account. If not, please contact the school 
admin email address for information.  



Parents 
accessing 
assignments 

 Can we have access to students 
assessments please as it is very difficult 
for us to help them if we can't see the 
actual work and where they make 
mistakes. I am aware they reflect on their 
work but it's not the same as being able 
to bring the paper home or be allowed to 
take a photo for example.  

Unfortunately, it is only possible to access resources via your child’s login to Teams. We had 
planned to use a new approach called ‘Show my homework’ which will also allow parents 
to see homework, but this was delayed by Covid. It is still planned to use this approach in 
the future.  

Parents 
accessing 
assignments 

 I wonder if it might be possible to know 
what kind of homework for S2s is being 
set. I don't know whether or not to 
believe my son that he doesn't have any 
to do... :-) Many thanks 

Unfortunately, it is only possible to access resources via your child’s login to Teams. We had 
planned to use a new approach called ‘Show my homework’ which will also allow parents 
to see homework, but this was delayed by Covid. It is still planned to use this approach in 
the future.  

Parents' 
nights 

 Is the School planning to continue to run 
parent consultation meetings online this 
year? 

Details and dates have now been shared with parents. 

Resources  Is there an update on books to be used 
instead of photocopies and direction to 
on line resources. Some of these papers 
get lost and without books it's difficult for 
carers/parents to help with home 
studying especially for  exam taking pupils  

This has been discussed before, and we have found that there is a general move away from 
text books, towards online materials. This is partly because there is not always a suitable 
text book covering the content of the course. Pupils have access to resources via Teams. 

Rising rolls  Please can you update on how the school 
is coping with the increased school roll 
this year?  

Thus far, all appears to be going well. The additional accommodation at the adjacent 
Children 1st building is now available and meeting our needs.  The Darroch building project 
is still on course for the building to be available in spring 2022. 

Rising rolls  Can you give an update on whether 
Darroch is to come into service as 
additional teaching space for the school? 
If so, when, please? 

The Darroch annexe is still scheduled to be available in Spring 2022 but we won’t actually 
use classrooms until June 2022.  This will allow time to make sure that everything functions 
properly, and there may also be the potential to use the building for other purposes, such 
as exam space. 



Rising rolls  What is the current school role 
(2021/22)? How does that compare with 
the number of pupils the school was built 
for? 

Current roll is 1530. The Darroch annexe will absorb capacity for next few years. There is 
also a plan for new Gaelic school will also help, but the overcrowding is not caused by 
Gaelic. JGHS is just a popular and growing school.  

Rising rolls  Looking a bit ahead (and it may be too 
early to ask this), will classes in Darroch 
be double periods, to minimise loss of 
teaching time when pupils have to move 
between sites? I know you will have had 
experience of this when it was a decant 
building some years ago. 

Will update at a later date on how Darroch will be used. 

Rising rolls  If it’s a record number of S1 - why are 
you still admitting new kids?!  

School is given a cap for S1 pupils – we continue to enrol until the capped value is reached. 

S1 settling  The S6 befrienders we’re fantastic 
according to my S1! 

Thank you.  

S1 tour  Can S1 parents have a tour of the school? This will be possible when the current Covid Mitigations have been eased.  

S6 hub  Do S6 have use of the children’s first 
building as a ‘common room’ or any other 
space? I thought that was the intention to 
create an s6 hub for when they are not in 
class as they probably don’t have a full 
timetable  

Please contact Laura Stewart to find out about S6 quiet study spaces or common social 
spaces.  We are working with Pupil Voice to find the best solutions for using the space. 

Staffing  yesterday four out of six of my daughters 
teachers were off and replaced by supply 
teachers. do teachers still have to isolate 
if they are 'pinged'? 

At the moment, we have approximately 10-14 staff off per day.  Of those absence 6-8 are 
covid related.  Cover teachers are brought on for those classes, but not all will be subject 
matter experts. 

Subject 
choices 

 When S2s pupils decide which subjects 
they have to choose? Many thanks.  

S2 will make subject choices around February/March, with subject information available in 
November/December. Pupils will take 8 subjects in S3 and S4. 

Subject 
choices 

 If a S6 pupil wants to change subjects, is 
the deadline the end of this week? 

That was correct. 

Subject 
choices 

 Have joint classes with other schools for 
less popular subjects resumed? 

Yes - we have joint classes in some subject areas.  



Vaccines  Since that 12-15 year olds will get the 
vaccine soon, will the vaccination process 
happen in school? Like how the flu jab is 
being placed? 

At the time of the meeting, the Covid vaccine had not yet been approved for 12-15s, and 
Government will decide on roll-out programme.  However, 30 September had been fixed 
for flu vaccination in JGHS – consent form will have had to be completed already. Post-
meeting note: details of Covid vaccinations for 12-15 year olds are mentioned in the Friday 
Update.  
More information will be sent out once available 

Vaccines  my daughter (s3) missed her HPV vaccine 
as she was isolating. I am sure that she 
was not the only one. Will there be a mop 
up? Given that they are already over a 
year late. 

It is recommended that any families who missed the HPV vaccinations contact their family 
doctor for more information.  

 


