
James Gillespie’s High School Parent Council 
Treasurer’s Report 

Year ending 31st July 2021 
 
The Parent Council raises funds through various activities as below, and donates them to the school via 
grants from the Small Sums Fund to support a variety of projects to enhance learning, equity and personal 
development of pupils. 
 
Full accounts are accessible as a separate document on the PC website. 
 
INCOME 

 
2019-20 Source    2020-21 

£479.73 Social events £0.00 
£652.13 Refreshments £0.00 

£1,802.38 ParentPay Appeal £3,603.53 
£0.00 Donations £0.00 

£733.41 Easy Fundraising £316.60 
£1,201.71 City of Edinburgh Council Funding £1,201.71 
£4,869.36 Total Income £5,121.84 

 

  

   
 

 

 
 

Notes on Income 

1. For the second school year running, Covid-19 restrictions curtailed fundraising and social activities. No 
school events were held at which we could raise money by selling refreshments, including parent 
consultations, Spring Fling and Diversecity. Likewise, the Parent Council was unable to organise any 
fundraising or social events. This reduction in income was partially offset by generous donations to the 
Parent Council’s ParentPay appeal, resulting in a slight increase in total income compared to the previous 
year, which was only affected by pandemic restrictions from March. 

 
2. CEC funding is intended for running costs of the PC. Some of the remaining money from this grant is left 

in the PC bank account as a buffer/contingency, and is not included in the disbursement to the school for 
the Small Sums Fund. 

 
3. Beginning in school year 2019-20, we have included in our income total the money raised through 

ParentPay: although this is held by the school and not in the PC bank account, it is disbursed by the PC as 
part of the Small Sums Grants (see below). 
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EXPENDITURE 
 
2019-20 Expenditure  2020-21 

-£5,536.53 Small Sums Fund 2020 -£4,231.24 
-£264.80 Social events £0.00 
-£185.13 Refreshments £0.00 

-£5,986.46 Total Expenditure -£4,231.24 
 
A chart has not been produced because there was only one expenditure transaction during the whole year. 
 
Notes on expenditure 
In Autumn 2020 we were able to donate a total of £4231.24 to the school for the Small Sums Fund. This was 
the surplus funds from the previous school year (see 2019-20 accounts and Treasurer’s report for details). Of 
this, £2428.86 came from the PC bank account, and £1802.38 was already held by the school from the 
previous year’s ParentPay appeal. The latter included a separate ParentPay Textbook fund of £526.15 which 
had been raised some years before but not spent: the decision was made by the PC this year to allow the 
school to spend it this year on textbooks, as can be seen from the attached document with details of the 
allocation. 
For more information, please see the document Small Sums Fund: How it Works on the Parent Council 
website. 
 
Notes on Small Sums Grants 2020 

1. In Autumn 2020, the PC successfully collaborated with the JGHS Trust, which also holds some funds 
that can be accessed by staff and pupils, in disbursing funds from the PC Small Sums Fund: the Trust 
supplemented PC funding such that all but one request was funded (see attached SSF allocation 
document for details). There is a willingness from the Trust to continue this collaboration in future years, 
and the PC would like to express our gratitude to the Trust, particularly its chair, Ann Henderson, and 
trustee Jan Melvin, for their constructive participation in this dialogue, to the benefit of pupils at the 
school. 

2. This year, applications for funding for classroom equipment and textbooks predominated, because clubs 
and other extra-curricular activities were not possible under coronavirus restrictions. As above, the PC 
decided that this year was a good time to spend the separate textbook fund which had been sitting 
unspent in ParentPay for several years. 

3. There was one large bid from Design and Technology (D&T) for £2400 for two pneumatics teaching 
demonstrations systems, which we were unable to fund: this bid has also been made in previous years 
but we have never had sufficient funds. Representatives from the JGHS Trust indicated that a separate 
application could be made to the Trust to fund this bid. We then added the rest of the D&T bids together 
(£2046.18) and allocated them the surplus after all other bids were funded (£1529.88) to allocate 
between their bids as they saw fit. 

  



Small Sums Fund – Grants in November 2020 (using money raised 2019-20) 

Dept. Brief Description Requested Trust to fund PC funding decision Comments 
Design & Technology Pneumatics teaching demonstration system £2,400.00   £0.00 Suggest applying to JGHS Trust 
Design & Technology HD webcams and angle poise boom £425.00   Total D&T requests (excluding line 

2) = £2046.18 Design & Technology 20 Higher Engineering Science textbooks £319.80   
Design & Technology N5 Engineering Science study guides £519.60     
Design & Technology 

N4/5 Design & Manufacture and Graphic Communication textbooks & 
online licences  £781.78   £1,529.88 Total Allocated to D&T = £1529.88 

Maths 4 x HUE HD Pro Camera for use in online lessons £275.60  £275.60   
Library 5 packs of Carnegie & 1 pack of Kate Greenaway shortlisted books £295.00  £295.00   
English Barrington Stoke reading books for dyslexia/reluctant readers £500.00 £500.00 £0.00   
English Subscription to The Week Junior £130.00  £130.00   
Computing Science Raspberry Pi 4 Model B Starter Kit 

£393.00 
 

£393.00 

  

Micro HDMI to VGA Adapter    
Equity & attainment Breakfast café for vulnerable pupils £350.00 £350.00 £0.00   
Equity & attainment 

Resources for teaching of new qualifications e.g. Mental Health & 
Wellbeing 

£100.00  £100.00   

     
Equity & attainment materials for creating artworks for display around the school      

stationery sets £300.00  £300.00   
Support for Learning Nurture Group - healthy snacks £250.00 £250.00 £0.00   
Support for Learning 

Funds for pupil support officer to work in local cafes with school-
reluctant pupils 

£300.00 £300.00 £0.00   

     
Support for Learning 2 iPads for dyslexic S1 pupils £600.00  £600.00   
DofE 

Expedition equipment for loan to disadvantaged pupils without their 
own kit 

£450.00 £450.00 £0.00   

     
Art Master Airbrush Airbrushing System Kits £198.76  £198.76   

Super Airbrush system heavy duty component compressor plus bottles 
& syphon 

£219.00  £219.00   

     
Geography/Env Science Digimaps subscription £190.00  £190.00   
Total   £8,997.54 £1,850.00 £4,231.24   

 



 
Feedback from staff: Small Sums Grants 2020 
 
Maths: visualisers 
We were able to use all the money given to the maths department and it made a huge difference to our 
teaching during lockdown.  
We purchased 4 visualisers and it meant that teachers could write on a whiteboard/paper as normal, and 
pupils could see this rather than using a PowerPoint. It meant that we were able to respond to pupils' 
questions on the spot as we would in class. This made the whole live lesson more interactive for pupils also 
and less stressful for teachers. In the online learning survey pupils mentioned the use of visualisers as a 
positive.  
On behalf of the maths department, thank you very much for this support. 
 
English: The Week Junior subscription 
It has been of huge benefit to the S1 and S2 classes as I have been able to quarantine the papers each 
week but then still have something current to share with them. 
Also with the library struggling to operate as normal I've had instant access to reading materials for pupils 
who would otherwise have had nothing to read. 
Many thanks for the support you have been able to give this year 
 
Support for learning: resources for dyslexic pupils 
We used the money to purchase the SRA reading lab - a highly recommended reading intervention 
programme which we have had our eye on for some time, but never had the funds to purchase. It will help 
the same target group (junior pupils with literacy difficulties and dyslexia). 
 
Art equipment 
Thank you so much - it will make such a difference in these difficult times. It's so hard in practical subjects 
using materials safely. This is going to help a huge amount. 
Best wishes, 
A Delighted Art Team  



Developments in Fundraising 
At the start of the 2019-20 school year a new Fundraising and Social Events Group, separate from the PC, 
was set up. After organising some successful events in the first half of that year, the group was prevented 
from any further activity by pandemic restrictions from March 2020: these restrictions remain in place at the 
time of this report. It is the intention of the PC to bring future fundraising activities back under the umbrella 
of the PC as soon as we are permitted to organise them, and we will be looking to set up a fundraising 
subcommittee to oversee this. 
 
What can I do to help? 
 
The Parent Council website can be found at http://jghsparentcouncil.org  or via the school website under the 
‘Parents’ tab 
 
Fundraising events 
We are looking for people to help organise fundraising events, e.g. a raffle at a school event, pub quiz, wine 
tasting, or to help on the refreshments stalls at school events such as parent consultations and concerts, once 
it is possible to restart such events. 
Email: jghscouncilcomms@gmail.com 
 
ParentPay 
The ParentPay appeal was set up a few years ago as a Christmas appeal instead of a collection at the Usher 
Hall concert, so that collection on the concert night could be dedicated to the S6 South Africa project. 
Donation via ParentPay has proved popular because it is quick and easy to donate, so it was made into a 
permanent appeal a couple of years ago. 
During restrictions on activities due to the pandemic, please consider donating what you would have spent 
on tickets and refreshments at events to our ParentPay appeal instead. 
 
EasyFundraising 
EasyFundraising is a scheme for groups to raise funds from online purchases at no cost to the buyer. For 
more information on how to support “JGHS Parent Council – Edinburgh” see: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/jghsparentcouncil/ 
You can download an add-on to your browser which will alert you if the site you are buying from can donate 
to EasyFundraising (please note that this add-on doesn’t work if you use an ad-blocker).  
 


