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James Gillespie’s High School 

Parent Council Meeting 

Wednesday 26th January 2022  

Note of meeting 

This meeting was held using Microsoft Teams due to ongoing limitations on group meetings 

related to Covid-19. Questions from parents and carers were invited prior to the meeting 

and could also be added during the meeting using a moderated chat. 

The following are notes of the presenter names and main points covered, as well as any 

relevant links, to accompany the video of the meeting held on Teams, which is available to 

view at: https://youtu.be/ZBBl30ug2Z0 

Further responses to questions submitted during the meeting are also available at: 

https://jghsparentcouncil.org/documents/meeting-minutes/ 

Presenters:  

Donald Macdonald – DM (HT) and Sarah Scott – SS (PC Chair)  

Moderator: 

Cath Downie – CD and Hilary Snaith – HS  

1. Welcome and note of last meeting (0:00:00 – 00:02:00)  

SS welcomed everyone and outlined the format of the meeting. Formal minutes were not 

recorded for the previous online meeting which was the Parent Council AGM (30 November 

2021) as a video record is available at https://youtu.be/wt1scA6RDn4 

2. Introduction – Sarah Scott (00:02:00 – 00:13:44) 

SS welcomed Donald Macdonald, HT, to give his report and update on the school. 
 

She reported that Parent Councils had raised the issue of the effect on parental engagement 
of ongoing covid restrictions with the Council, and that as a result the Council had set up 
meetings with parents aimed at looking at the effect of covid on the operation of schools, 
and on parents and families. Details had been circulated to the school community.   
 
The Parent Council was still keen to set up an Events and Fundraising group and an initial 
meeting on 10 February 2022 for those who were interested in participating. 
 
SS also reported on Active Schools and encouraged those who were able to donate to funds 
to support the running of Active Schools, and to volunteer as parent helpers. There 
remained problems across Edinburgh with the running of the programme, and the position 
of JGHS was much better than for most schools. 
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The Council is adding a new group for engagement with parents with children with 
Additional Needs in mainstream education, and Laura Bird, PC member had agreed to 

represent JGHS on it.  
 
She also confirmed that the proposal to go to statutory consultation for a new GME 
secondary had been continued to 1 March for further consideration. 
 
SS gave a report on PC finances and confirmed that Vikki Plant and Penny Tarsia, PC 
members, had agreed to join Ros Ingle, the PC Treasurer, to help with financial 
management. She thanked all those who had contributed to the Festive Fundraiser. Parents 
can contribute to Parent Council fundraising via EasyFundraising and ParentPay. Further 
information is available at: https://jghsparentcouncil.org/fundraising/.  
 
3. Head Teacher’s report and update – Donald Macdonald (00:13:44 – 00:30:04) 

DM confirmed that covid mitigations remained in place in the school but that the school 

continued to function normally. Positive cases had been falling. 

Prelims were ongoing in the school, running over three weeks to best reproduce the 

conditions at the May/June diet. Extra support was being targeted on those pupils who 

were considered most to need it. It was planned for SQA exams to take place as normal, 

with some adjustments to course content.  

DM reported on further delays to access to the Darroch building, which had been extended 

to the end of July. The building would be used for S1 and S2 GME and also for senior pupils. 

He also confirmed that the Council had deferred consideration of a decision on running the 

statutory consultation on a new GME secondary school. 

DM also gave updates on Active Schools, the Alternative Timetable and the S1 residential.  

5. Questions and answers (00:30:04 – 01:02:56) 

DM answered questions on S5 parent consultations, use of mobile phones in classes, 

resumption of school musical performances, rules on parents coming into school, 

arrangements for parent consultations, the lunchtime break, P7-S1 transition, contingency 

arrangements for delays in Darroch refurbishment, hoods in classrooms, the Alternative 

Timetable, S6 course choices, self-defence training, S6 leaving events, rollout of iPads, S6 

photos, curriculum evenings, class organisation for Nat 4/5 English and Maths and 

communication of S3 unit testing.  

See https://jghsparentcouncil.org/documents/meeting-minutes/ for these questions. 

6. Thanks (01:02:56 – 01:04:32) 

SS thanked DM for his update and for answering questions and noted the continuing 

importance for parents of being able to hear from staff about developments in the school. 

8. Date of next Parent Council meeting  

22 March 2022 


