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James Gillespie’s High School 

Parent Council Meeting 

Tuesday 22nd March 2022 

Note of meeting 

This meeting was held using Microsoft Teams due to ongoing limitations on group meetings 

related to Covid-19. Questions from parents and carers were invited prior to the meeting 

and could also be added during the meeting using a moderated chat. 

The following are notes of the presenter names and main points covered, as well as any 

relevant links, to accompany the video of the meeting held on Teams, which is available to 

view at:  

Further responses to questions submitted during the meeting are also available at: 

https://jghsparentcouncil.org/documents/meeting-minutes/ 

Presenters:  

Donald Macdonald – DM (HT), Sarah Scott – SS (PC Chair), Eliot Ambrose – EA (Active 

Schools Co-ordinator) and Ashling Dolan – AD (Acting CL Maths) 

Moderators: 

Cath Downie – CD, Hilary Snaith – HS and Laura Bird – LB 

1. Welcome and note of last meeting (0:00:00 – 00:01:55)  

SS welcomed everyone and outlined the format of the meeting. Formal minutes were not 

recorded for the previous online meeting (26 January 2022) as a video record is available at 

https://youtu.be/ZBBl30ug2Z0 

2. Introduction and Parent Council Update – Sarah Scott (00:01:55 – 00:11:50) 

SS welcomed Donald Macdonald, HT, to give his report, Eliot Ambrose, to give an update on 
Active Schools, and Ashling Dolan, to speak on the maths curriculum.  
 
She reported that the Parent Council would be launching a survey running over Easter on 
the format of parent consultations in the future. 
 
A small group had met in February to look at Events and Fundraising, but without sufficient 
numbers to put on events. It was hoped to run a questionnaire for parents which would also 
aim to collect volunteers to help with planning and running events. 
 
She also reported on the most recent Locality meeting and Consultative Committee with 
Parents (CCwP) which had looked at Active Schools, school attendance, SQA arrangements 
and school leaver destinations.  
 



2 
 

The discussion on a statutory consultation for a GME secondary school had been further 
deferred, and that consideration would now be put back to after the Council elections in 

May.  
 
SS gave a report on PC finances. A supplementary round of Small Sums Fund bids had been 
run in February and in conjunction with support from the JGHS Trust. Parents can contribute 
to Parent Council fundraising via EasyFundraising and ParentPay. Further information is 
available at: https://jghsparentcouncil.org/fundraising/.  
 

3. Active Schools – Eliot Ambrose (00:11:50 – 00:18:50) 

EA reported in success of JGHS pupil in athletics, football, basketball and other sports, as 

well as record participation Active Schools activities. However, financial support and 

volunteers were still sought from parents by donation to keep the programme running.  

4. Head Teacher’s report and update – Donald Macdonald (00:18:50 – 00:33:49) 

DM reported on the success of the school appeal for Ukraine and other activities to 

promote solidarity with Ukraine. Preparation was underway at the school for SQA exams 

starting after the holidays.  

DM also gave updates on recruitment of additional school staff, setting of school priorities 

for the futures, positive destination figures, relaxation of covid-related restrictions, 

provision for GME, the Alternative Timetable, mental health and wellbeing, class groupings 

for S3/4 English, and extracurricular activities.  

5. Maths Curriculum – Ashling Dolan (00:33:49 – 00:50:18) 

AD made a presentation on the maths curriculum at JGHS.  

This presentation is available at: https://jghsparentcouncil.org/2022/03/  

6. Questions and answers (00:50:18 – 01:29:56) 

DM, EA, AD and SS answered questions on school excursions, format of PC meetings, use of 

the Children 1st building, parent consultations, self-directed learning in maths, SQA 

arrangements, rising rolls and space at school, maths assessments, use of private tutors, 

maths lunchtime club, face coverings in school, past papers, heating costs, maths classing 

arrangements and Active Schools funding. 

See also https://jghsparentcouncil.org/documents/meeting-minutes/ for these questions. 

7. Thanks (01:29:56 – 01:31:06) 

SS thanked the presenters for their updates and for answering questions, and noted the 

continuing importance for parents of being able to hear from staff about developments in 

the school. 

8. Date of next Parent Council meeting  

17 May 2022 


