
Small Sums Fund Applications 2020 

Art 

Name(s): Stella Christie: Stella.Christie@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

We would like to purchase electrical spray diffusers for the Art Department. 

• Master Airbrush Airbrushing System Kit with G23 Multi-Purpose Gravity Feed Dual-Action 
Airbrush and mini-Air Compressor £49.69 each To purchase one for each classroom = £198.76 

• Plus the Super Airbrush system heavy duty component Compressor plus bottles and syphon: - 
Harder and Steenbeck CRPlus 2 in 1 Airbrush £219 

• TOTAL = £417.76 
  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

In times of Covid 19, the art department has been struggling with the many difficulties of running a 
practical subject. There are many issues resulting from time consuming and extensive wiping and 
cleaning equipment and tools that is now absolutely necessary. 

One item we frequently use in our Design Folios for Nat 5 and Higher are the manual spray diffusers. In 
normal years, the students have to put their mouth onto a metal spray diffuser and blow to create a 
spray of textured coloured ink onto their Design pieces. Obviously, this is not possible now. 

We have checked with other Art Departments what they are using and we have seen the airbrush one of 
our students has which is a Master Airbrush with dual action gravity feed. This is what we are quoting on 
for the 4 classrooms and also the much more robust airbrush compressor would for use with the senior 
pupils at Higher and A’level. 

DECISION: Fully funded by Parent Council 

 

Breakfast Café 

Name(s): Elaine Oram Elaine.oram@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): Equity and Attainment 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): Prior to Covid19 restrictions we ran a successful community breakfast café for S1 
pupils using money from a previous bid. We spent about £25 a week on food so we would like to bid for 
£350 to run the café until approximately Easter.   

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

After chatting to our students, we found a number of our pupils come to school without breakfast for 
various reasons. For some there is no time to grab something, for others there is no suitable food 
available. We found this can especially be an issue for our S1 as they are not able to leave campus at 
break, therefore some of them are going until 1pm without food. Prior to Covid, we ran a successful 
breakfast café with S1, transforming a space in the main building into a bright, welcoming space serving 



toast and fruit to students. The café was initially funded by a prior bid to the parent council, then ran as 
a donations based community café, with students leaving a voluntary donation, if able, which covered 
the running costs of the café.  New regulations mean that the old model will be impossible to run, as 
food cannot be uncovered, students must not gather in large numbers etc, but we still think it is 
important to provide a nutritional snack to our students who require it. The funding will be used to 
purchase food to enable us to get the café running again with new guidelines in place. 

DECISION: Fully funded by JGHS Trust 

 

Carnegie Book Group 

Name(s): Sara Brown sara.brown@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): Library 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

5 packs of Carnegie shortlisted books at £47 per pack 
 
1 pack of Kate Greenaway shortlisted books at £60 per pack 

Total = £295 
Costs are based on last year’s prices and include a 35% discount.  Each pack contains 1 complete set of 8 
shortlisted titles. This would enable up to 35 pupils and staff to take part. 

 
Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

The CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals are awarded each year to books that create exceptional 
reading experiences for children and young people through writing or illustration.  The accompanying 
shadowing scheme supports thousands of young people from across the UK in reading and discussing 
the shortlisted books (via school book groups) and engaging with the judging process.   
 
With the kind support of the Parent Council, numerous James Gillespie’s High School pupils have 
benefitted from taking part in Carnegie shadowing.  They have read a variety of materials and enjoyed 
book discussion in an informal, supportive setting.  They have developed their critical thinking skills, 
formed friendships and engaged warmly with our partner reading group at Tynecastle High School.  They 
have all been fantastic ambassadors for reading and have produced a range of display materials and 
book reviews to inspire their peers.  Pupils have commented that the shadowing experience has stayed 
with them.  One pupil (with earlier experiences of Carnegie shadowing) helped to facilitate last year’s 
group and several others have been involved in setting up book-related activities within the school. 
Additionally, hundreds of high-quality fiction books have been added to the library collection, thus 
benefitting the whole school community. 
 
We would like a new group of pupils to enjoy these experiences in 2021.  The project would run from 
March to June and would involve reading all books on the shortlist plus weekly activities (organised by 
Sara Brown, School Librarian and Marcus Roskilly, English Teacher), either face-to-face (if circumstances 
permit) or via the school’s online communication tools. 



For further information, please visit https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/. 

DECISION: Fully funded by Parent Council 

 

Computer Equipment 

Name(s): Chris Meechan & Carl Roderick chris.meechan@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): Computing Science 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

Resources for NPA Cyber Security 

Item Individual 
Cost 

Quantity Total 
Cost 

Link 

Raspberry 
Pi 4 Model 
B Starter Kit 

£59 6 £354 https://thepihut.com/collections/raspberry-
pi-kits-and-bundles/products/raspberry-pi-
starter-kit 

Micro HDMI 
to VGA 
Adapter 

£8 6 £48 https://thepihut.com/products/micro-hdmi-
to-vga-adaptor 

 

Total Cost: £393  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

The Computing Science department has begun to deliver the NPA Cyber Security course to pupils in S5/6 
as an extra qualification for those looking to further specialise in Computing Science (by completing the 
Level 5/6 course - equivalent to National 5 and Higher) or for pupils who are looking to gain Wider 
Achievement qualifications (by completing Level 4/5 - National 4/5 equivalent). As part of the course the 
pupils complete a topic about ethical hacking. In this topic the pupils are taught some hacking 
techniques that are used in the real world by penetration testers and the police. In order to fully teach 
this topic pupils are required to demonstrate some ethical hacking techniques in a controlled and safe 
environment. CEC currently do not allow their networked computers to be used to run the required 
software for this topic. All school’s running this course have either bought their own department 
computers using their budget or they are receiving donations of old computers from other sources. We 
have managed to collect a couple of very old laptops, but they do not meet the minimum specifications 
required for the software to run. We are currently setting them up anyway, but they are already 
extremely slow and one of them does not work. In order to provide the full experience of this course 
and meet all the criteria required by the SQA it would be beneficial to acquire our own systems to use 
for this course. 

Of the six requested raspberry pi’s, one would become a permanent vulnerable system that the pupils 
would be attempting to hack. The other five would have Kali Linux (a hacking operating system) installed 
on them. They would all be connected together using WIFI with a department owned router that has no 
access to the internet. This would allow up to 10 pupils (working in pairs) to complete the Ethical 
Hacking topic at one time. It is also more financially efficient as they same amount of money would only 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/
https://thepihut.com/collections/raspberry-pi-kits-and-bundles/products/raspberry-pi-starter-kit
https://thepihut.com/collections/raspberry-pi-kits-and-bundles/products/raspberry-pi-starter-kit
https://thepihut.com/collections/raspberry-pi-kits-and-bundles/products/raspberry-pi-starter-kit
https://thepihut.com/products/micro-hdmi-to-vga-adaptor
https://thepihut.com/products/micro-hdmi-to-vga-adaptor


allow us to purchase at most two laptops (with one being used as the penetration system and one for 
two pupils to use together) for running this course without the Raspberry Pi’s. 

DECISION: Fully funded by Parent Council 

 

D&T N4/5 Textbooks 

Name(s): Allan Frances 9080066@ea.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): Design & Technology 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

S3 and S4 textbooks to take our stock up to 20 books for each subject (we bought 10 of each last year): 

10 x N4/5 Design and Manufacture @ 9.91 = £99.10 

10 x N4/5 Graphic Communication @ 11.15 = £110.15 

Textbook Total = £209.25 

[Note: buying 10 of each book in 2019-20 also entitles JGHS to 10 of each subject online licences. Buying 
a further 10 of each book further entitles JGHS to online licences.]  However, 20 online licences per 
subject are still too few for all our students in those subjects. To facilitate S3 and S4 online learning, 
additional licences for online text book access are required for: 

S3 N4/5 Design and Manufacture (25 licences in total) @ 8.92 = £223.00 (2 years) 

S3 N4/5 Graphic Communication (22 licences in total) @ 10.04 = £220.88 (2 years) 

S4 N4/5 Design and Manufacture (36 - 20 =16 licences in total) @ 5.95 = £95.20 (1 year) 

S4 N4/5 Graphic Communication (25 - 20 =5 licences in total) @ 6.69 = £33.45 (1 year) 

Licence Total = £572.53 

Total = 781.78 

Quote from Claire Macauley, Collins Direct on 19th June 2020: 

 

“If you have purchased print books in the past, we can also provide free licenses equal to the number of 
textbooks you have bought. All we need in that instance is some form of proof of purchase.”  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

JGHS D&T purchased 10 copies for each subject in 2019-20 as students could share textbooks in class. 
However, due to coronavirus this is no longer the case and textbooks, if used, need to be quarantined 
for 72 hours and not shared. This is having a negative impact on learning within these subjects. 



Additionally, buying textbooks and extra online licences would allow students to review, revise and 
study the curriculum at their own pace and time of choosing. This can have big benefits for students in 
terms of engagement and understanding course material and affords the department a wide variety of 
learning support tools to cover a range of student needs. With online or blended learning, teachers can 
use these resources and concentrate on developing students’ understanding and learning rather than 
generating resources to explain a concept or topic. 

From March to June 2020, Collins Connect gave free access to their online learning resources which the 
department used to good effect for these two subjects. The value in having resources for students to 
read at their own time and pace allowed teachers to concentrate on improving students’ abilities in the 
topics covered. 

DECISION: Part-funded by Parent Council 

 

D&T: Webcams and Boom 

Name(s): Steve Corson steve.corson@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): Design & Technology 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

HD webcams and angle poise boom - £85 per unit – 5 needed to suit the number of staff 

Total = £425 

  

  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

With distancing guidelines for staff, home working for self isolating students and teaching staff trying to 
support them we need a way for practical subjects to be able to deliver demonstrations (live for use in 
class or for specific students at home). Without these demonstrations work is often impossible to 
continue at home. Currently we have no visualisers and this kit would allow this to be done at a fraction 
of the cost using opensource software (OBS Studio). This portable system would allow us to keep 



distanced, deliver high quality lessons where we can record and play back in class or for students at 
home and should staff have to isolate then this can go home to allow working to continue. 

DECISION: Part-funded by Parent Council 

 

D&T: Higher Engineering Science textbooks 

Name(s): Mr Andrew Digance Andrew.digance@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk 

Department (if relevant): Design & Technology 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

The course of Engineering Science launched for the first time at JGHS in June 2016 with 13 students at 
National 5.  12 of them then selected to continue the course at Higher level from June 2018 where 10 
achieved A band awards and 2 at B band.  As of June 2020, 45 S3 students have just embarked on the 
National 5 course, 32 in S4 at National 5 and 17 at Higher.  Engineering Science has transformed the uptake 
in students returning to the department and is reflected in the high quality teaching which is provided.  
The department now requires 5 full time DT staff to deliver the vast courses the department can now 
offer and there is a huge strain on available resources. 

1. Higher Engineering Science textbooks.  Bright red publications 

Quantity 20 @ 15.99 each. 

Total £319.80 

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

With distancing guidelines for staff, home working for self isolating students, students need alternative 
teaching resources to use along side of the teaching resources which have been created by Mr A Digance 
to achieve a more blended learning experience should there be alternative approaches to teaching the 
complex Engineering Science calculations and theory. 

DECISION: Part-funded by Parent Council 

2. Pneumatics teaching demonstration system.  Supplied by Matrix technologies. 

Price per kit £1200.00 and 2 preferred. £2400.00 total 

Advised upon previous years to keep applying for Pneumatic system funding due to the significant value 
which goes above the small sums fund. 

Due to social distancing and smaller working bubbles, only a systems kit of 8 is available at JGHS.  These 8 
mounted track and related components were collected by Mr A Digance from other schools that no longer 
offer Engineering Science.  We wish to make it up to ten so pair working can be more effective whilst also 
providing more Covid prevention by less cross contamination between components.  There would be a 
significant cost of over £25,000 if JGHS wished to purchase the Pneumatics system components again.  
National 5 and Higher Engineering Science Pneumatics is one of the eight topics delivered where 
theoretical knowledge can actually be applied to ensure knowledge is made secure via experiemental 
practical time.  These resources do significantly made the delivery of Engineering Science much more 
enjoyable and students do retain the theory better.   



Further information on the kits is available at:  
https://www.matrixtsl.com/resources/files/misc/catalogue2019.pdf  (page 31) 

“Automatics essentials solution This kit provides a complete introduction to pneumatic circuit design and 
construction. The curriculum pack includes a comprehensive set of worksheets that allow students to 
progress from first principles through to circuits of moderate complexity; including reciprocating circuits 
and generating sequences of movements. The solution is intended for students in their early teens and 
older who are learning technology and engineering subjects. Tasks are designed to be suitable for pairs of 
students sharing a single kit. Everything you will need to teach the course is included in the solution pack, 
with the exception of an air compressor.” 

DECISION: declined 

 

D&T N5 engineering science study guides 

Name(s): Sean Petit  sean.petit@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): Design & Technology 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

BrightRED CfE N5 Engineering Science study guides - £12.99 per unit – 40 required to provide sufficient 
provision for students 

Total = £519.60 

  

  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

As part of our learning resource library, we are seeking funding for 40 BrightRED N5 Engineering Science 
study guides. These guides cover all content through the N5 course and include a number of worked 
examples, designed to facilitate students understanding of the various concepts and calculations which 
contribute towards each topic. Irrespective of changes in assessment arrangements, the guides offer 
significant value, as they can be used by all students to inform their learning approach, to identify and 
strengthen gaps in their learning, as a source of extension tasks, as a revision reference point and as a 
database of all the key formulae and calculations required to facilitate successful progression from the 
course. 

https://www.matrixtsl.com/resources/files/misc/catalogue2019.pdf


At present, we only have half a dozen N5 study guides - these are worn and have been superseded by a 
new edition. Due to current restrictions regarding the use of shared resources, more study guides are 
required in order to satisfy demand, and whilst the quantity being sought would not guarantee one copy 
per student, it would offer a suitable compromise, securing sufficient resource for students who require 
a level of additional support and/or who do not have the means to purchase or access their own 
personal copy. 

DECISION: Part-funded by Parent Council 

 

DofE kit to lend to disadvantaged pupils 

Name(s): Holly Gordon holly.3.gordon@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk 

Department (if relevant): COVID Recovery  

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): We would like to bid for £450 for Duke of Edinburgh kit (tent, sleeping bags/mats 
and rucksacks) that we can provide to disadvantage pupils who are unable to financially afford to 
participate in the DofE award. This kit would be on a borrowing basis for expeditions so we can reach as 
many pupils as possible over the coming years.  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

Duke of Edinburgh award has been run for numerous years through the school at all levels; bronze, 
silver and gold. Every year has been very well received with a record 92 children signing up last year to 
complete their Bronze Award. Not only is DofE a recognised award for employers, it boosts participants 
character traits like confidence and resilience, whilst also improving their mental health and wellbeing 
and help them face and overcome personal challenges to ultimately help them navigate successfully 
through adult life. The benefits of completing this award are evident, however, part of the award 
requires to complete an expedition (1 night at bronze, 2 nights at silver, 3 nights at gold) which means 
participants need numerous equipment for this. To be able to make this life-changing experience 
available to all children, we would use the funding to buy some equipment that is more costly, and 
pieces that participants would not need often. The funding would be used to buy a 3/4-man tent, 
sleeping bags and mats as well as large rucksacks to be able to put all their clothes/equipment/food in 
for the expeditions. The equipment would be kept in school and given out for expeditions so that we can 
provide this to as many disadvantaged pupils as possible each expedition. This would allow pupils who 
are interested in the award, but can’t financially afford it, an opportunity to have a support in being able 
to participate in the award at all levels. 

DECISION: Fully funded by JGHS Trust 

 

English: Books for dyslexic pupils 

Name(s): Lisa Wood lisa.wood@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk                 

Department (if relevant): English 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

mailto:lisa.wood@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk


Barrington Stoke reading books. 

These books cost £6.99 each but discounts can be had if we order from Blackwells.  I would therefore 
like to make a request for an award for £500 so that I could offer these to all the other English 
classrooms and we would all get 10 books each. However, I would still be more than delighted with £50 
if even that was available!  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

I would like to make a request for money to buy Barrington Stoke books for classroom use. These books 
are specifically designed to appeal to ‘reluctant readers’ and those who are dyslexic. They are really 
brilliant; they are short but meaty stories with the 11-14 age group in mind yet coupled with a lower 
reading age. They are written by an array of highly gifted authors.  The books are produced on cream 
paper with extra spacing between lines as well as a particular font which is easier for dyslexics to 
access.  I have requested these from our departmental budget but unfortunately there is no more 
money available from CEC. I have two of these books in my classroom and they have both been read by 
my reluctant / dyslexic readers and they are desperate for more.  I would love to be able to provide 
them with more options.  It’s really hard to get enthusiasm for reading when reading itself is so taxing, 
and these books help no end.  So, I, my classes, and indeed other department members, if there was 
enough money available to distribute these across the department – would greatly appreciate a 
monetary award so that we could boost the reading potential of not only our reluctant readers, but also 
our dyslexic pupils. The link to the Barrington Stoke site is: https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/ 

DECISION: Fully funded by JGHS Trust 

 

Equity & attainment: board for display of artworks 

Name(s): Laura Stewart Laura.Stewart@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk 

Department (if relevant): Pupil Equity and Attainment Hub 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

1. Purchasing large mdf boards and acrylic paints etc for designing and creating works of art for 
displaying around the school. 

2. Buying stationary sets. 
£150 (8 boards) £100 (paint) £50 (stationary packs)   = total £300  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

We have a number of students we have been working with who are very much struggling at the moment 
to engage with school and their learning.  Many of these students have a passion for art in common and 
we have used this as a way to build positive relationships with them . Opening up conversations and 
linking to some of the themes they would be experiencing if they were able to engage in some of their 
other subjects around the school. 

We would like to work with these pupils within the school to create large scale pieces using acrylic paint 
on boards for displaying around the school.  As mentioned above, we aim to select students who 
struggle with engagement in many of their classes due to barriers such as autism, lack of motivation, 
poor mental health, low academic ability leading to low self-esteem, financially disadvantaged etc.  The 

https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/


idea is to use art as a means to inspire, motivate and reengage pupils with school and their education.  
We will support their design and creation process through the Pupil Equity and Attainment Hub working 
collaboratively with Support for Learning and Pupil Support Leaders. 

We would also like to purchase some more packs of stationary for those in need.  Basic pencil cases with 
supplies in them.  We have been finding these have made a real impact on those who were coming in 
without their basic kit.  We identify these pupils through our pupil interviews via the Equity and 
Attainment Hub and staff feedback. 

DECISION: Fully funded by Parent Council 

 

Geography: Digimaps subscription 

Name(s):  Christopher Stewart chris.stewart@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant):  geography & environmental science 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

School Digimaps subscription - £190 for 16 months 

https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/   

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

Digimaps is an online mapping portal for schools developed by the University of Edinburgh. The 
subscription allows all pupils and staff at JGHS to view, create, save and download maps including the 
Ordnance Survey maps and street plans. Many schools in Edinburgh have had digimaps for years, but 
only with the arrival of iPad trolleys last year has use been practical at JGHS. However, the slashing of 
department budgets this session makes this purchase difficult for us – our total budget for the two 
subjects is under £600. 

• Curricular: map skills are integral to geography courses throughout CFE levels and a for the SQA 
courses. Students can also make excellent use of these for SQA assignments from N4 to Advanced 
Higher. 

• Distance learning: digimaps allows us to continue to deliver courses normally taught with paper 
maps over Teams during lockdown or blended learning. Assignments can be set with this.  Even in 
school we can no longer use paper maps as before, but maps are still needed for our courses. Pupils 
in isolation can access them too. 

• Equity: whilst many Gillepsie’s pupils have access to atlases and maps at home, this service opens up 
the world of mapping and map learning to those without. 

• The digital format allows for zooming in and modification for students with visual needs. 

• Whole school: whilst geography will benefit the most, all school areas have access to the resource at 
all times. There are lessons already available on WW1 battlefields for example. 

• When we return to outdoor learning this could be used for the S1 residentials and other field trips. 

• Finally, once subscribed, our students are free to use digimaps whenever they like and in whatever 
way they want to explore the world and expand their horizons. 

DECISION: Fully funded by Parent Council 

https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/


 

Maths: visualisers 

Name(s): Ashling Dolan Ashling.dolan@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): Mathematics  

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

4 x HUE HD Pro Camera  £63.90 x 4 = £255.60  

Postage unknown but probably another £20 

Total needed would be £275.60  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

We would like to get four portable visualisers in the department. We can use them in class to show how 
physical algebra tiles work, for example. We cannot hand materials around therefore this would help all 
pupils see from their desks. 

When doing online meeting with pupils. This would allow us to provide better online support for 
revision classes. It would also help with teaching Higher and Advanced higher maths which require long 
answers to questions.  

Some teachers already have their own, so we only need four more to make sure there is one in each 
room. 

DECISION: Fully funded by Parent Council 

 

Equity & Attainment: resources for mental health modules 

Name(s): Elaine Oram Elaine.oram@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): Pupil Equity and Attainment 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

Extra items to support the teaching of new qualifications such as Mental Health and Wellbeing. The 
money would be used to purchase resources such as board games, craft materials, sensory boxes etc to 
support these new courses and certificates and make them as engaging to new students as possible. 

£100  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

Through my role in working with the Pupil Equity Fund one of our main focuses is on developing new 
courses and certificates to provide worthwhile alternative qualifications and experiences for our pupils 
finding it difficult to engage with currently available pathways. These certificates are not always 
attached to departments so may not be eligible for a budget as our more established courses do. Small 
resources such as craft materials, games etc will enhance the delivery of these courses, making them 

https://huehd.com/shop/hue-pro/?attribute_pa_camera-color=blue


more enjoyable for students, and assist staff in making the subjects established within the school. As 
these course are completely new to the school we have no existing materials. 

I am currently trialling Mental Health and Wellbeing level 5 award with a class of 13 students. Our 
current project is making egg “babies” and looking after them for a week to discuss attachment. A grant 
would allow me to purchase materials for this and other activities which enrich the experience. 

DECISION: Fully funded by Parent Council 

 

Nurture Group 

Name(s): Fiona Oatman and Ann Campbell ann.campbell@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): Support for Learning 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

Healthy snacks for the Nurture Group - £250  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit) 

The SfL department run two Nurture Group for 2 periods a week with the aim of supporting the most 
vulnerable pupils in the school – both those that find social interaction difficult and those with social, 
emotional and behaviour problems. Each session includes a snack time. Pupils have to prepare this and 
set the table – table cloth, placemats etc. For some pupils this is their only experience of eating in a 
social way.  Adjustments will be put in place to ensure pupils can still enjoy a snack despite the 
restrictions needed due to Covid. We use the time to improve pupils’ talking and listening skills. We 
have benefited from funds from the Parent Council over the last few years and the pupils hugely 
appreciate the snack time. 

DECISION: Fully funded by JGHS Trust 

 

Resources for Pupil Support Officer 

Name(s): Brandon Canady / Rob Cockcroft rob.cockcroft@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): Pupil Support Officer / Support for Learning 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.) 

Funds to pay for hot drinks and snacks from local cafes for some of our most vulnerable pupils. Brandon 
typically has 4 sessions a week in cafes with a range of pupils from his caseload. 

Funds to provide snacks in school for the pupils Brandon is working with. 

Total - £300  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 



An integral part of Brandon’s job as PSO is to build relationships with some of our most hard to reach 
pupils. Often these pupils are very reluctant to come into school. Brandon has regular meetings with 
these pupils off campus in local cafes as part of the process of encouraging them to engage with 
educational staff with the aim of building their confidence and getting them back into school. Once in 
school, Brandon continues his regular meetings with pupils in the less formal environment in Bruntsfield 
House. These sessions involve hot drinks and snacks as a way of encouraging pupils to the sessions and 
to offer a nurturing environment for them. 

Pupils who will benefit will be those in the lower SIMD bands with social and emotional challenges. As a 
result of lockdown we have more pupils than ever who are struggling to engage with education and 
Brandon has a large caseload of pupils he is working with to encourage them back into school and to 
help them develop their resilience to maintain their education. 

DECISION: Fully funded by JGHS Trust 

 

Support for Learning 

Name(s): Rob Cockcroft rob.cockcroft@jamesgiilespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): Support for Learning 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

£600 – 2 iPads  

Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

We have a number of severely dyslexic pupils in S1 this year. SfL would like to provide two of these 
pupils with iPads to enable them to access the curriculum. iPads have an advantage over laptops as they 
can be used to take photos of the board and can read back the text. Their speech to text software is 
more effective than that on laptops and there are a number of useful apps to help develop spelling and 
reading skills. Digital textbooks can also be downloaded onto the iPads. These would be used by pupils 
in classes, in 1:1 sessions with support staff and by the pupils at home to help with homework. 

DECISION: Fully funded by Parent Council 

 

English: the Week Junior 

Name(s): Julie Fairhurst  : julie.fairhurst@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

Department (if relevant): English  

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  (Please provide a breakdown of costs if 
more than one item.): 

I would like to apply to  the parent council for help towards the funding of a newspaper for young 
people called The Week Junior.   

At £2.50 per week it would cost £130 for one year’s supply.   



Rationale (please explain why you have applied, how the funding will be used and who will benefit): 

For the last few years I have been purchasing copies of The Week Junior for my son and then bringing 
them into work to use with my junior classes to help improve their skills analysing newspaper texts at an 
age appropriate level.  It has also meant that I could avoid asking pupils to bring in copies of newspapers 
that they have at home- as I soon realised not all children have access to this.  

For quite a while now my son has been reading adult papers; but I’ve kept going with buying the week 
junior for work.  I was wondering if this year the parent council might be prepared to continue 
supporting this work by helping towards the cost of the paper. 

I am currently using the newspapers with an S1 and an S2 class in order to help develop their Reading 
for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation skills – a core part of their National 5 exam curriculum. 

DECISION: Fully funded by Parent Council 

 


