
Small Sums Fund 2022 

Applications 

 

PE: 

1) Basketball strips 

NB: PC  funded 10 strips in the Feb 2022 round. 

Name(s): Graeme Newall      Graeme.newall@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

1 set of Macron basketball strips 

Total £439.20 

 

Rationale  

Do to the expanding basketball programme we now have 6 teams (3 boys teams and 3 girls 

teams). In previous years before the pandemic we only had 3. Therefore, we are looking for extra 

funding to purchase new strips as we currently only have 3 sets of strips and are having to 

borrow strips for games from our local basketball club Boroughmuir Blaze. 

 

PC DECISION: fully funded 

 

2) Dance leotards and costumes 

Name(s): Nicola Morgan     nicola.1.morgan@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk 

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

Leotards and costumes (wrap skirts and tunics) for SQA dance performance exam and school 

dance show. 

Approx. 10 leotards (can be priced at £5-£10 each) 

Approx. 15-20 costumes (wrap skirts priced at approx. £10 each and tunics approx. £20 each) 

Total: Approx £300-500 

  

Rationale 

At JGHS, we currently have 3 certificated dance classes– the S3 and S4 class studying National 

5 Dance with the S5/6 class studying bi-level Nat 5 and Higher Dance.  The S4 and S5/6 class 

must perform solos and choreography performances for their final exam. 

In order to look the part as well as perform safely, they need to have a certain attire.  

The SQA course specification, it states;  

“To ensure that technical skills can be reliably observed and that safe dance  

practice is observed, appropriate clothing and footwear, which allows the  

assessor to see the shape and line of the body, should be worn during the  

performance.” 

  

A lot of the pupils at present do not have leotards or costumes and this has affected their ability 

to dance at their optimal level as well as affecting their confidence when performing.  It has also 

affected their ability to ‘tell a story’ as their choreography unit is where pupils create a 
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choreography to represent a theme and this can be told better when the performers are in a 

costume.  Characters and/or time period can be clearly identified, and a certain mood or 

atmosphere can be created simply by a costume worn. 

 

I would like to provide these leotards and costumes for anyone participating in dance within the 

school so they can go into any performance/exam with no limitations and provide equity for all 

in dance. 

 

I would also like these leotards and costumes to be available to use for other dance performances 

in and out of school for example an annual JGHS Showcase Dance show and the Edinburgh 

Schools Dance Competition. 

 

The JGHS Showcase Dance show successfully took place in 2018 where dancers from the 

certificated classes performed their classwork and exam performances for staff, family and 

friends as well as other dancers throughout the school showcasing their talents in dance. 

 

Unfortunately, the show did not run the following year due to my maternity leave and then the 

pandemic hit meaning it has never got off the ground again.  Our aim in 2022-23, is to have this 

show back up and running and provide the pupils with an opportunity to perform in front of a 

live audience and showcase their hard work. 

 

The National 5/Higher Dance courses have grown in numbers over the last few years, but we 

continue to encourage more students to participate and take different pathways within dance.  I 

believe having these dance leotards and costumes available will do this as well as boost their 

confidence, reduce barriers to learning when it comes to performing and enhance their creativity 

within the choreography section of the courses. 

PC DECISION: fully funded (£500) 

3) Gymnastics leotards 

Name(s): Kerry Jones : Kerry.jones@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

I am looking for funding for gymnastics leotards for the school gymnastics team. I have copied 

the link before to a suitable leotard that ties in nicely with the James Gillespie’s school colours. 

https://www.the-zone.co.uk/belle-c855/girls-belle-v-neck-sleeveless-shine-gymnastics-leotard-

p3591 

We would be looking to order 16, which would allow us enough leotards for 4 competition 

teams. Each leotard is £34.95 but they are well made and will last for years. 

Total £559.20 

 

Rationale 

I started as a PE and Dance teacher at James Gillespie’s High School in February 2020 and due 

to the pandemic, was not able to organise or run any extra-curricular activities for pupils. In 

August 2021 I was able to start the James Gillespie’s Gymnastics club and it has been well-
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attended all year. Unfortunately this academic year, there have been no schools competitions on 

due to covid, however they will be starting up again in the 2022-23 academic year. I am excited 

to be able to enter many of our pupils into the schools competitions this coming year, as it will 

give them something to work towards. 

 

Scottish Gymnastics run the schools events and one of the rules is that all teams must be dressed 

in the same uniform. At the moment we do not any leotards, therefore if we were to compete 

pupils would be required to either all provide their own plain shorts and T-shirt or buy their own 

matching leotards. If a team does not wear the same uniform then they are deducted points 

before competing. 

 

I would love to have a bank of leotards that we could use for schools competitions and 

performances. For the competition, there are 4 levels and schools are usually allowed to enter up 

to 3 teams (4 per team) at each level. Therefore, if we could get funding for 4 teams then this 

would be a great start to build on. 

 

The leotards would give the pupils a sense of school pride and look very smart at competition. 

For some pupils, it will also be the only time that they are able to get dressed up in a smart 

leotard and participate in a competition. 

 

PC DECISION: fully funded 

 

4) Girls’ football strips 

Name(s): Frank Carstairs     frank.carstairs@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

Football strips for girls’ football . The price of a full set varies between £400-£500 depending on 

the supplier and selected strip, with any additional funding used to replenish missing strips from 

current sets. 

Total £500 

 

Rationale 

Girls football at JGHS continues to grow with 90 students currently involved in our extra-

curricular group. The profile of girls’school football has also improved massively over the last 

few years with far more opportunities to play and represent JGHS. Monthly festivals are held 

which are ideal for newcomers to the sport, whilst there are a number of local and national 

competitions for our more experienced players to compete in. With more and more schools 

engaging with this it is a matter of time before weekly or biweekly fixtures occur, something that 

has been requested frequently by our student body and will only enhance their experience of 

school football. 

 

With the range of competitions and events we have, we need additional strips to accommodate 

different year groups and teams so that everyone has the opportunity to represent the school. 

With covid and the lack of changing facilities many strips were borrowed and haven’t been 

returned, so there is a slight shortage. 

 



The rise of girls’ football at JGHS has been incredible, and the positive ethos across S1-6 is 

inspiring. We would be very grateful for any support so that this can continue. These funds 

would supplement our curriculum work in engaging girls to participate in sport. 

 

PC DECISION: fully funded 

 

 

English: books for classroom libraries 

NB: PC funded one set of books in Feb 2022 – 6 more sets requested at £150 per set 

Name(s): Allan Crosbie    allan.crosbie@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

Books – see full details below. 

Total £900 

  

Rationale 

This bid is for books for personal reading, but not as class texts, or ‘set texts’, which are all part 

of the curriculum. We would like to add to the school’s stock of books to support pupils’ 

personal reading, especially aimed at helping young people understand more about current 

‘social issues’.  

English staff have recently attended interactive webinars run by The Scottish Book Trust. The 

most recent one was called Books For Young People Who Want To Change The World.   

The books referred to during the main session were (the costs are the cheapest currently available 

on Amazon):  

The Truths We Hold by Kamala Harris £8 

Listen Layla by Yassmin Abdel-Magied £6.55 

This Book Is Anti-Racist by Tiffany Jewell with illustrations by Aurelia Durand £7 

Protest!  How People Have Come Together To Change The World by Alice and Emily Haworth-

Booth £11.45 

We Are Power:  How Nonviolent Activism Changes The World by Todd Hasak-Lowy £10.50 

Climate Action by Georgina Stevens and Katie Rewse £15 

Know Your Rights and Claim Them by Amnesty International, Angelina Jolie and Geraldine Van 

Bueren £7.30 

Green Rising by Lauren James £6.55 

Drawn Across Borders:  True Stories of Migration by George Butler £11 

LGBTQ: 

Heart stoppers graphic novels £42.00 (for set of 4 novels)  

Proud - a series of short stories by Juno Dawson - £6.45 used as a department text for S3 & S4. 

BLM: Concrete Rose - Angie Thomas (prequel to Thug) £7.25 

Refugees and environmental issues 

The Sound of Wales by Kerr Thomson - £1 

Environmental issues - plenty of Action - Flush - by Carl Hiaasen £6.55. 

  



The total for one copy of each of the above is approx. £150. We would like to bid for 6 more 

copies of each, to share among English teachers’ class libraries. Total - £900. 

 

PC DECISION: £750 for 5 further sets of books 

 

 

Gaelic music resources 

 

Name(s): Donna MacIver & Mairi McLennan     donna.maciver@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk & 

mairi.mclennan@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk 

Department (if relevant): Gaelic/GME & Music 

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

ITEM RATIONALE COST 

Choral sheet music Royal National Mod website 

provides various choral 

arrangements, as well as 

solo pieces, at a cost of 

approx. £2 each. This 

investment will provide the 

singing group with materials 

for future competitions and 

performances. 

£50 

Photocopying Though we will prioritise 

sharing documents online 

via Teams in order to make 

the group as sustainable as 

possible, we will need a 

budget for photocopying 

songs and arrangements for 

pupils to use during 

rehearsals and 

performances. 

£50 

Individual entries to Royal 

National Mod 

We want to encourage GME 

pupils to practice and share 

their talents by taking part in 

the Royal National Mod 

2022 

£20 (£5 each) 

Portable music stands (pack 

of 10) 

A useful resource which will 

help support rehearsals and 

performances, as well as 

being portable so can be 

used on both Darroch and 

Main JGHS campuses.  

£200 
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Document Folders Essential item for 

performances & for storing 

music 

£30 

TOTAL £360 

 

Rationale 

JGHS has a long history of excellence when it comes to the performing arts. This is particularly 

true in terms of the GME cohort, who transition to high school having been in immersed in the 

music, art, drama and cultural heritage of Gaelic throughout primary and who bring this 

wonderful suite of skills and abilities with them to our community. 

 

The Music and Gaelic departments have already begun work to build on this pupil experience by 

establishing a Gaelic singing group/choir and are requesting support from the Small Sums Fund 

to help us build the foundation of the group. The materials we are requesting will allow us to 

help pupils master a repertoire of songs and will allow us to practically support the group both at 

the JGHS Main Campus and Darroch. We also have ambitions to travel to the annual Gaelic arts 

and music festival, the Royal National Mod in October 2022, to compete in competitions and 

part of our fund request will allow pupils to enter remotely as a starting point. 

 

As well as being an exciting chance to pursue an IDL opportunity and to build on the school’s 

history of excellence in the arts, this is a chance to further enrich the pupils experience of 

learning at JGHS, allowing them to showcase their musical talents and abilities to the school, 

local and national Gaelic community. 

 

PC DECISION: fully funded 

 

 

Maths: classroom resources 

NB PC funded one set of these books and one game in Feb 2022 

 

Name(s): Ashling Dolan    ashling.dolan@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

Enrichment books to create a library for maths club and extension reading in classes  

• UKMT The Ultimate Mathematical Challenge book £11 x6 = £66 

• Alex's Adventures in Numberland by Alex Bellos £4 x 6 = £24 

• Entertaining Mathematical Puzzles by Martin Gardner £6 x6 = £36 

• Professor Stewart's Cabinet of Mathematical Curiosities by Ian Stewart £9 x6 = £54 

• How to Study for a Mathematics Degree by Lara Alcock £15 x 6 = £90 

• Prime club (Game) £34.00 

Total = £304 

 

Rationale  

We would like to have additional reading material available in all the classroom so that pupils 

can pick up a book and do some research or attempt extra puzzles. We think this will encourage 



pupils to get interested in mathematical reading and it will promote a love of literacy and 

problem solving. 

 

PC DECISION: fully funded 

 

 

Support for Learning 

1) Trips out of school 

Name(s): Leesa Fallon      leesa.fallon@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

To fund day trips around Edinburgh for targeted pupils. The plan would be to organise a trip just 

before each school holiday, therefore a trip in October, December, February, April and June. 

Cost: £400 

 

Rationale: 

I was successful with this bid last year and as a result some of our SFL pupils have benefitted 

and enjoyed trips in the local area. I would very much like to continue with this initiative as it 

has been a lovely way to build relationships with our pupils. If successful, I would continue to 

organise day trips for some targeted pupils who attend the support for learning department. 

These day trips would help to expand the pupils range of interests, activities, and knowledge as 

well as generally broaden their horizons. For various reasons some of our pupils have quite 

sheltered lives and therefore can too often just move between home and school. The pupils 

would also benefit socially as they will be part of a small group and many of them do not 

socialise out of school. Some of the pupils can find school challenging therefore the trip will also 

be something special for them to look forward to. The funding will be used to pay for transport 

and to cover the costs of the trip. Suggested trips might be dynamic earth, bowling, cat café, 

doodles. 

 

PC DECISION: fully funded 

 

2) Guitar lessons for pupils with ASN 

NB: Recurring bid. 2021 funding: £300 from JGHS Trust and £80 from PC Small Sums Fund. 

 

Name(s): Fiona Oatman  fiona.oatman@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost?  

Guitar lessons 

Total £380   

  

Rationale:  

Guitar lessons - this has been amazing so far and has really taken off with a group of vulnerable 

students now involved. I would like to apply for funding next year if possible. The lessons will 

continue for more than one person. Thank you. 

PC DECISION: fully funded  



Modern Studies: Black History Month 

Name(s): Laura Halliday    laura.halliday@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

Bid 1: 

As part of our Black History Month celebrations we will be organising a famous Black Britons 

competition where students in S2 choose to create a creative presentation on the life of their 

chosen Black Briton. We would like to offer a book token for the winners. Perhaps a first prize 

of £30 and four runner up prizes of £10 each. 

£70 total 

They can choose one person or a group of great Black Britons. They can then create a unique and 

innovative project to celebrate their work and legacy. This could be: 

A short presentation (examples could include a slide presentation, a short film, a speech, poetry, 

a drama or dance performance) 
A display (such as artwork, photography, sculpture) 
A short project or campaign (such as recorded interviews, a magazine, a music project) 
Any other way of promoting the stories of Great Black Britons (perhaps a social media 

campaign, website design, posters) 

 

The winning projects will be the ones that are the most innovative, that clearly show why the 

chosen great Black Britons were so important and that celebrate the contribution of the 

individual or group to our society 
 

Rationale: 

Competition Objectives: 

Encourage young people to be innovative and creative and to learn independently. 

Promote and develop an awareness and appreciation of our diversity, citizenship, inclusion and 

respect for all 

Help children and young people learn more about Black British history 

Allow young people to take pride in their heritage and to learn about the contribution of our 

ancestors to the development of our society 

Encourage young people to read more widely 

 

PC DECISION: fully funded 

 

Bid 2: 

Black History Walking Tour for up to 30 S2s in November 2022 

Cost - £300  

Rationale: 

Each October all students participate in our Modern Studies Black History Month activities 

Some students choose to complete the enrichment tasks at home and undertake projects related to 

the activities. In total last year 27 students chose to spend a considerable part of October working 

upon these personal projects.  

We would like to reward all of those who fully participate in the optional enrichment tasks  (or 

alternatively the top 30 entrants) with a 2.5 hour Black History Walking Tour with Lisa Williams 



in early November as this will help to enrich their learning and compliment what they learn in 

school during October. 

This is open to all students who choose to take part. 

 

PC DECISION: fully funded 

 

 

Geography & Environmental Science: Digimaps subscription 

 

Name(s): Christopher Stewart    chris.stewart@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk 

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

School Digimaps subscription https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/ 

Total £200 for 12 months  

 

Rationale: 

With the roll-out of one on one devices Digimaps gives every pupil in Gillespie’s access to 

digital Ordnance Survey maps, city plans, historical maps and more. 

 

As we move on from paper resources and safeguard for future remote learning periods Digimaps 

allows every pupil and staff member in school to view, create, download or print maps. These 

can be used for SQA work in geography from S1 to S6 but also for history projects, planning 

activities in PE, integration with computing projects and much more. Especially as we see more 

and more residential trips restarting this session. 

 

The subscription will go some way to reducing attainment gap concerns as, whilst many JGHS 

students are lucky enough to have homes full of OS maps and atlases, this puts the most up to 

date mapping resource in the hands of every pupil. Beyond the classroom pupils are free to play 

with Digimaps for anything they want, developing digital skills and exploring the world. 

 

The mapping tools will be used for Teams assignments or for learning over periods of extended 

absence. 

 

The transition to a digital learning school is exciting, but it would be disappointing for geography 

and environmental science if the subscription to the most powerful tool we have adopted so far 

lapsed in November due to budgetary constraints. 

 

PC DECISION: fully funded 

 

 

Library: Carnegie shadowing 

 

Name(s): Sara Brown    sara.brown@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

Resources to support the Carnegie Shadowing Book Group (extra-curricular activity): 

https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/


5 packs of Carnegie shortlisted books at £43 per pack 

1 pack of Kate Greenaway shortlisted books at £62 per pack 

Total = £277 

 

Costs are based on 2022 prices and include a 35% discount. Each pack contains 1 complete set of 

8 shortlisted titles. 

This would enable up to 35 pupils and staff to take part 

 

Rationale: 

The prestigious Carnegie Medal is awarded annually to the writer of an outstanding book for 

children and young people. It is the UK's longest running book award, originating in 1936. Each 

year, thousands of young people partake in Carnegie Shadowing where they read, discuss and 

review the books on the Carnegie shortlist, as well as vote for their favourite. This experience 

supports them in looking at a wide range of texts, developing their critical thinking skills and 

working collaboratively with others. 

 

This year has seen another highly successful Carnegie Shadowing project, thanks to the support 

of the Parent Council. Pupils have read a variety of materials and met on a weekly basis in an 

informal setting to share their views and enjoy book themed activities. They have demonstrated 

articulacy, creativity and the ability to work well with others. 

 

We would like a new group of pupils to benefit from the Carnegie Shadowing experience in 

2023.  The project would run from March to June 2023 and would involve weekly meetings as 

well as a celebratory event at the end of the shadowing period. All meetings and activities would 

be facilitated by Sara Brown, School Librarian and Marcus Roskilly, English teacher.  

 

Additionally, we would continue to work closely with our partner shadowing group at Tynecastle 

High School. 

 

The project would also result in the addition of 48 high-quality fiction books to the library 

collection, therefore benefiting the whole school community. 

 

For further information please visit https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/ 

 

PC DECISION: fully funded 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

Posters created by pupils during Carnegie Shadowing 2022 

 

A selection of comments from this year’s shadowing group members: 

"I enjoyed reading and judging the books" 

"I enjoyed reading books I normally wouldn't" 

"I enjoyed reading the different types of books" 

"I have gained an interest in different genres" 

"I have found out that I enjoy a number of different genres" 

"I have gained knowledge of how a good book is written" 

"I have gained a better habit of reading" 

"I have gained critical thinking skills" 

"I enjoyed criticizing the books" 

"It was fun" 

"I enjoyed reading the books and the party" 

 

 

Science: STEAM club resources 

Name(s): Kate Findlay and Chloe Craig    kate.findlay@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk 

 

What would you like us to fund and how much does it cost? 

LED Electronics Kit x40 - £170 

Soldering Iron x5 - £120 

Candle making kit and scents - £60 

Glue guns x5 - £100 

Paint, glue, Sellotape - £100 

Consumables (chemicals/equipment) - £50 

Food safe beakers - £100  

TOTAL: £700 

 

Rationale: 

We want to plan a comprehensive and versatile program for STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art and Mathematics) club during the next academic year. Being able to purchase 

the above items would allow us to offer more activities and a greater depth of experience in 

STEAM club. Currently, STEAM club is quite limited to simple science and art. By purchasing 

the soldering irons and LED kits we would be able to fully incorporate technology and 

engineering into our weekly plans.  

 

The funding will benefit the S1 and S2 pupils that are participants of STEAM club. In the year of 

21/22, we had 20 pupils turn up each week on average. Many of the S1 pupils that came along 

last year are desperate to come back. By purchasing the above equipment, we will be able to 

engage them in a more immersive experience and offer activities they haven’t done before. If we 



get funding and have interest we will look to expand the STEAM club by using 2 Science Labs if 

necessary – giving us capacity for up to 40 pupils in S1 and S2. 

 

As well as the S1 and S2 participants, we have several S6 helpers who are taking a more active 

role in the coming year to complete their Young STEM leader award. This award is a great 

achievement that helps them develop key skills that they can add to UCAS forms, CV’s and 

discuss in future interviews. 

 

PC DECISION: fully funded 


