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Learning for Sustainability in action in Edinburgh schools





Building an LfS nation
In Scotland, Learning for Sustainability takes a 
strategic national approach:

• An entitlement for all learners
• A whole-setting approach
• Embedded in whole school self-evaluation
• Central to the national Professional Standards

for all teachers
• Woven throughout the school curriculum
• Includes school buildings, grounds and policies



“The current generation of learners see 
climate change as one of the most

significant issues facing their futures and,
as such must be recognised as a

Key driver influencing the future of our 
education system.”

“We don’t do enough about the environment at school.”

“Teach more about climate change.”



ACTION PLAN

Our work within schools aligns with the following actions identified within Edinburgh’s Climate Strategy 
which was published in December 2021:

1.2 Maximise opportunities to focus on climate change across our whole education system, all CEC, and
other schools.

4.1 Work with young people in schools and in communities, to embed a legacy of change, drawing on 
COP26 coming to Scotland.

4.2 Maximise opportunities to use school buildings and grounds to engage young people on climate 
change, help reduce schools’ emissions and increase their contribution to greenspace and 
biodiversity.

4.3 Strengthen climate change within our curriculum.
4.4 Deliver a hydrogen education programme and schools’ challenge.



Communities of Practice

ØOutdoor Learning
ØExploring Sustainable Practices
ØGlobal Citizenship & International Education



21st Century Learning
Thinking 
globally, 

acting 
locally

Resilience 
to deal with 

moral & 
ethical 
issues

Understanding 
the impact of 
choices on a 
finite planet

Sustainability 
as a career 

ethos

Political & 
cultural 
literacy

Reimaging & 
recalibrating 

the future we 
need

Understanding 
the 

complexities of 
life on our 

planet and our 
place in it

Evaluating 
complex 

information
Developing 

critical 
thinking 

skills

Compassion 
& empathy 
beyond the 
headlines
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