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English Staff

Teachers:
• Rachael Aulich
• Ailsa Bridgeford 
• Chris Cham
• Emily Connell
• Laurie Crawford
• Julie Fairhurst (Monday & Tuesday)
• Anna Parkes
• Marcus Roskilly (Monday – Thursday)
• Kirsten Smith
• Emma Sturm
• Craig Watt (Monday – Thursday)
• Lisa Wood (Wednesday, Thursday & Friday)





BGE (S1-S3)
Reading
• Multiple texts are studied: poetry, drama, 

novels media texts and non-fiction. At least 
one critical essay produced per year. 

• Reading for Understanding, Analysis and 
Evaluation

Writing
• Over the 3 years, multiple writing styles are 

covered: personal, poetry, imaginative, 
drama, persuasive and feature articles. 

Listening and Talking
• Over the 3 years, pupils will participate in 

structured group discussion, solo talks and 
build analytical listening skills. 

Homework
• Personal reading



S1 LONG TERM CURRICULUM MAP 2023-24

Topic
Aug-Oct

Transition 
• Continuing Creative Writing 

piece from Primary

Identity Unit:
Poetry 
Mindmap
Personal Writing

Oct-Dec

Long Text – Play/Novel
• Coraline
• Pet
• 2 Weeks with the 

Queen
• A Monster Calls
• The Giver
• Where the World Ends

Graphic Novel 

Jan-March

Feature Article
• Arthur Roberts
• Pupil Choice

RUAE
• Comprehension and reading skills
• Standardised assessment

April-May

Text – 
• Poetry
• Short Stories
• Novel
• Play 

June

Choice – 
Media
Project

Assessme
nt

1. Creative Writing Focus:
• Use key features of genre
• Convincing characters
• Clear sense of setting with 

descriptive detail
• Structure and Tension
• Check accuracy

BENCHMARKS
ENG SKILLS - 31

1. Critical Essay
Focus:

• Show understanding 
of theme

• Use supporting 
evidence

• Analyse literary 
techniques

• Evaluate effect of 
texts

• Check accuracy

BENCHMARKS
ENG SKILLS - 19
LIT SKILLS – 11,21a & 22a

1. Writing  Informative
Focus:  

Purpose & audience
Use supporting evidence
Use research skills
Check accuracy

BENCHMARKS
ENG SKILLS - 27
LIT SKILLS 25, 26 & 29

Reading RUAE 
Focus:
• Reading with Understanding
• Use own words
• Identify features of language and 

comment on effect
• Purpose/Audience

BENCHMARKS
ENG SKILLS 12
LIT SKILLS 16,17 &18

1. Critical Essay
Focus:

• Show 
understanding of 
theme

• Use supporting 
evidence

• Analyse literary 
techniques

• Evaluate effect of 
texts

• Check accuracy

BENCHMARKS
ENG SKILLS - 19
LIT SKILLS – 11,21a & 22a

6. Solo Talk
Focus:
• Spoken & non-

spoken skills
• Choose good 

resources
• Structure talk
• Use evidence

BENCHMARKS
ENG SKILLS 2 & 3
LIT SKILLS 9 & 10

S1 Parent Evening S1 Reports S1 Parent Evening



Senior Phase (S4-S6)

National 4

National 5

Higher

Advanced Higher



Results Snapshot

National 4: 
• Relatively few pupils are presented for National 4. We have a close collaboration 

with SfL to ensure highest possible number of pupils achieve at least a N4. 
National 5: 

• Presented 237 pupils in 2023.
• 99% pass rate for S4 pupils, 97% pass rate overall. 
• Of these passes, 51% were a grade ‘A’ and 24% a grade ‘B’. 

Higher
• Presented 178 pupils in 2023.
• 93% pass rate which was in line with our comparator schools
• Of these passes, 48% achieved an ‘A’ and 23% achieve a ‘B’

Advanced Higher
• Presented 33 pupils in 2023
• 32 pupils passed. Of those, 11 achieved an ‘A’, 12 achieved a ‘B’ and 7 achieved 

a ‘C’



Improvement Plan
Results
• Focus on RUAE across BGE and throughout Senior Phase to 

improve N5/H outcomes
• Greater focus on teaching vocabulary across BGE and Senior 

Phase
• Targeted support: Monday lunchtime group for those not 

completing homework
• Monthly Cause for Concern: allows more frequent 

communication with home
• Pupils are encouraged to approach their teacher with any 

questions or difficulties.
• Supported Study for senior pupils in advance of final exams.



Alternative Courses
ESOL
• This is a new course being offered for pupils who 

are speakers of other languages.

• If a pupil is not a native English speaker, has 
completed some of their schooling in another 
country, or if they receive English as an Additional 
Language support, then this would be 
an appropriate course.

• National 5/Higher ESOL is the equivalent of National 
5/Higher English.

Journalism
• A pass in Journalism NPA: Level 6 is the equivalent 

of a Higher Pass (21 UCAS points).
• This course develops a high range of skills: 

multiple styles of writing, interviewing, photography, 
website design etc.

Communications
• Level 6 alternative to Higher English. Alternative to 

a 1 year Higher to allow those who need the 2 
years to build extra skills, while still gaining a 
qualification. 



Improvement Plan
Literacy Levels
• Targeted intervention: Pupils invited to 

support group on Wednesday after school

• Collaboration with SfL: Set up a joint OneNote 
in order to share resources for the N4 course 
and to better monitor and track progress

• Creation of S1/2 supported materials: Literacy 
recovery materials created in collaboration 
with ASN services and our transition teacher. 
Resources bought in to support pupils in 
closing the gap in literacy levels. 

• Monthly Cause for Concern: Enhanced 
tracking and monitoring of pupils in order to 
identify causes for concern and to introduce 
interventions at an earlier stage. Pupils entitled to FSM

Overall 



Improvement Plan

Enrichment

• Many lunchtime clubs and extra-curricular opportunities.
• Pupils are entered in to local & national competitions.
• Author visits



Any 
Questions?


